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Time for the children 

— on a gift of a day 


THEY came by coach and by 
car and on foot. They came 
in long, meandering croco- 
diles, in small excited groups 
and one by one, tugging on 
an adult’s arm, anxious for 
it all to begin. And the sun 
shone down on them all out 
of a brilliant blue sky, and 
transformed what could have 
been a very special Chil- 
dren’s Gift Day into an un- 
forgettable one. 

Dorchester has seen many 
historic gatherings since St 
Birinus began his conversion of 
Wessex there. But even a vision- 
ary like him might have been 
amazed by the sight of 1,400 
children converging on the Ab- 
bey on May 6 for the largest 
gathering of its kind the Diocese 
has ever seen. 

Babies 

The theme of this year’s day 
of fun and fundraising was 
“Life for Babies”, and in his 
letter of invitation to the children 
the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, wrote: 
“This year we want you to help 
give breath and life to babies at 
Wexham Park Hospital, Slough, 
by buying a machine called a 


pulse oxometer which shines a 
bright light through the foot or 
hand of a tiny baby and controls 
the amount of oxygen it is get- 
ting. It also allows the baby to 
be cuddled and fed by its 
mother, while it is being given 
oxygen.” 

The Day was organised by a 
Gift Day Committee led by the 
Revd Leonard Doolan, and Mrs 
Anne Faulkner, Parish Develop- 
ment Adviser for Buckingham- 
shire. With their encourage- 
ment, primary schools and Sun- 
day schools in the Diocese ram 
special projects on the theme for 
weeks beforehand, and many of 
them brought their work to Dor- 
chester for a special exhibition. 

The display spoke for itself. 
There were babies everywhere 
— in paintings, in models and in 
photographs. 

There was a realistic in- 
cubator complete with tempera- 
ture chart drip, and an oxygen 
cylinder from St Michael’s Sun- 
day School, Tilehurst, and 
Alistair had summed up the 
theme in a heartfelt prayer: 
“Dear Lord, help the babies for 
1989. Help them to live happi- 
ly every day. Amen.” 

Then, after a morning of 
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ETHICAL INVESTMENT 


NOW THERE IS A 
REAL CHOICE 

We offer an excellent selection of investment funds 
to those who want good financial returns but are 
unwilling to sacrifice principle. 

YOU DON'T HAVE TO 
COMPROMISE 

You CAN avoid your money going into armaments, 
alcohol, tobacco, gambling, nuclear power, 
the exploitation of animals, South Africa.. ..and can 
positively support pollution control, conservation of 
the environment and recycling of resources. 

Socially responsible investment can now be geared to:- 

• PENSIONS • LUMP SUM INVESTMENT 
• MORTGAGE POLICIES 
• LIFE ASSURANCE O REGULAR SAVINGS 



FIMBRA 


CHERRILL GLAVEY 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 


IN THE FOREFRONT OF SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT 


8, St. Mary’S Street, Wallingford, Oxon. Teh 0491 32278 


workshops, came the biggest 
Diocesan picnic ever, as more 
then 1,800 adults and children 
turned the cloister gardens into 
a dazzling patchwork of colour. 

The Archdeacon of Berkshire 
shared a rug with a party from 
Brill. The Bishop of Oxford sat 
on a bench deep in conversation 
with a group of children, and 
overhead the flag on the Abbey 
tower fluttered in the breeze. 

Filled 

The focal point of the day was 
the special Gift Day Services led 
by Bishop Richard. Every inch 
•of the ancient Abbey was filled, 
but the children behaved 
impeccably. 

They sat quietly when the 
Revd John Crowe, Rector of 
Dorchester wecolmed them; and 
hung on every word when the 
Bishop told them about 
Grumbly, the boy who always 
complained; and listened atten- 
tively when a doctor from Wex- 
ham Park Hospital explained 
about the special care unit there. 

Finally, they presented two 
nurses from the hospital with 
£2,250 they had collected for the 
oximeter — and the final total is 
likely to be £4,000, well up on 
last year. 

Bishop Richard gave his 
blessing. The strains of “To 
God be the Glory” died away. 
The children cheered and the 
brass band played them out into 
the sunshine. Nobody really 
wanted to go home. 

A little girl looked wistfully 
back at the Abbey and said: 
“Why did it have to end?” It 
really was a gift of a day. 



At the Dorchester Abbey Children’s Gift Day. 


MESSAGE FROM SWANWICK 


Sharing in God 


“SHARING in the outgoing of 
God is the overall theme of the 
conference. I hope this theme 
will play a crucial role in the 
formation of the Oxford Dio- 
cese during the coming Decade 
of Evangelisation.” This was 
the message from the Bishop 
of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, at the 1989 
Diocesan Clergy Conference at 
Swan wick in Derbyshire. 

“Jesus in a parish would be 
a parochial treasurer’s night- 
mare.” That was one priest’s 
reaction to the picture of 
God’s reckless generosity, so 
graphically described by 
Father Gerard Hughes, S.J. 
His was a picture of a God 
whose largesse knows no 
bounds and for whom stingi- 
ness is the greatest crime. 

His vision of Jesus Christ ar- 
riving at your door, only to 
end up in a gilded box to which 
you made obeisance when you 
realised what a nuisance He 
had become, was one of the 
highlights of the conference. 

Predictably, reactions were 
strong too, to the Bishop of 
Durham’s speculative 
theology. Somebody said: 


“Unlike most bishops, he talks 
about God all the time.” In his 
talk Jesus was shown to be in- 
deed at the door, and the ques- 
tion was forcibly posed: 
“What are we going to do 
about it?” 

Excitingly, the theme was 
taken up by Mother Frances 
Dominca from Helen House. 
Moving people to the verge of 
tears, she spoke about reach- 
ing out to individuals on the 
knife edge of human experi- 
ence. But the caring experi- 
ence also enriched the carer 
she said. The long-term 
prisoner’s freeing experience 
of art, the dying eleven-year- 
old whose body would soon be 
no use to him, offered her and 
us profound spiritual insights. 

These talks have fitted hand 
in glove, drawing attention to 
the very nature of a Church 
whose task is to bring the liv- 
ing God to the world. 
Swanwick ’89 is proving an in- 
vigorating experience for the 
332 members of the Oxford 
Diocese attending, including 
50 lay people and a remark- 
able number of younger peo- 
ple of both sexes. 

John Crowe 
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FROM COMMUNITY CO-OPS 
IN AFRICA • ASIA • SOUTH AMERICA 

One Village The World Shop 

On the A34 in Woodstock-Oxford 
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Cleveland 
Carriages 
ROLLS ROYCE 
DAIMLER 
JAGUAR 



For weddings and 
special occasions 

Phone Penn 
( 049481 ) 6733 



„ CLEAN HOMES & CARPETS 

& TOO BUSY FOR 
h HOUSEWORK? 
k LET US DO IT . . . 

W Weekly, fortnightly or 
N just once 

^ READING 502863 

k OXFORD 728933 

k MAIDENHEAD 
3 34608 f 


MEMORIALS 

ON DISPLAY IN OUR SHOWROOM 

EDWARD HARRIS 

108 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 
Tel: HIGH WYCOMBE 25997 

Estimates without obligation. 

Write or phone for brochure 


FRENCH POLISHING 

Antique and modern furniture restored. Traditional hand 
polishing and modern spray finishes. Doors and staircases 
also undertaken. 

For a free estimate telephone: 

Martin Liginsky on 

READING (0734) 698721 


Geoffrey Harding 

Silversmith and Goldsmith 

Handwrought Wares for every occasion 
Original Designs 

Special Commissions undertaken 

STEVENTON, OXON. 
TELEPHONE: ABINGDON 831371 


VOLVO 

Buying a car from Thomas 
of Aylesbury is only the 
beginning of what we hope 
will be a long and happy 
relationship with our 
customers. Our service 
facilities offer a complete 
range of services and 
repairs that you may require 
during the long life of your 
Volvo. 


THOMAS OF AYLESBURY 

79-85 TRING ROAD, AYLESBURY 
TEL: (0296) 88899 



NEW AND USED 
VOLVOS ALWAYS IN 

STOCK 

Please contact: 
Tegwyn Thomas 


A journey of the Spirit 


4 1 COULD read before I 
went to school, and the 
first book that I ever 
read was the Bible. But one of 
the first things I remember 
was a remark my mother 
made — that God was a 
jealous God. That made a 
strong impression on me, that 
what I wanted I couldn’t 
necessarily have — and it was 
an early distortion that has 
really followed me for much of 
my life. 

We had been through a dif- 
ficult time as a family, with a 
number of deaths including 
my father’s when I was only 
11. In 1949, however I had 
almost a Damascus road ex- 
perience. I had just started 
nursing in Manchester, and 
my brother and my mother 
had been “Converted” that 
Easter at a meeting at the 
Albert Hall there. The 
minister had preached the 



years. I was working irregular 
hours, and they were longer 
than they are today. 
Sometimes I couldn’t get to 
church for weeks on end. I 
shared a little with people who 
asked me, but I was working 
in a hospital where the matron 
and many of the staff were 
traditional Roman Catholics 
who had an aversion to what 
they called “Conversion”. 

1 always found it difficult to 
believe that Jesus could pro- 
vide me with my daily needs. 
So after Bible College and 
working for a nursing agency 
in Devon when suddenly there 
was no more work, I was 
plunged into despair ... I 
remember I was reading a 
book. The Power of Positive 
Thinking and there were two 
verses from Mark in it: “Have 
faith in God. Whoever shall 
say to this mountain . . .” and 
the words literally took hold of 
me and 1 contacted the agen- 
cy again and I said: “I know 
God has a job for me.” I men- 1 
tioned a Sister’s post at the| 
Plymouth Royal Eye Infirm- a 
ary that I had seen adver- 1 
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Pamela Ford 
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gospel and invited people to 
give their lives to Christ. My 
mother told me about it in a 
letter but I replied that I 
wasn’t going to shift from the 
Church of England for 
anybody! In October, 
however, they persuaded me 
to go along and I remember 
the appeal being made and 
thinking “1 don’t have to do 
this now: I can leave it. I can 
think about it”. Then, it was 
almost as if I felt a hand in the 
middle of my back which mar- 
ched me down to the front. 

There wasn’t an immediate 
difference in my life. There 
wasn’t any euphoria. Now, I 
realise that I didn’t have much 
understanding of what I had 
done but just enough to know 
that I had put my trust in 
Christ as my personal 
Saviour. 

1 don’t think I grew much 
spiritually in the next two 


tised some time before. They 
rang the hospital, and to their 
surprise there was a job and 
after an interview the follow- 
ing day I was offered it, even 
though it officially wasn’t 
available any longer. For me, 
who had always found it so 
difficult to believe, it was a 
first step into a new world. 

The second step took place 
when my mother died. I was 
praying, and in my inner mind 
I could hear words in another 
language. It sounded African 
and I said to the Lord: “I 
don’t like this,” and it stop- 
ped. Then I went to a New 
Year’s house party at Lee 
Abbey and told one of the 
leaders about the experience, 
and she said: “I think you 
were baptized in the Holy 
Spirit, then.” She laid hands 
on me and prayed, and I was 
totally immersed in the most 


glorious peace I have ever 
known. 

I had been a very fearful 
person since childhood, but 
after this many of my early 
fears were taken away. It was 
like a second conversion, but 
I didn’t know what to do with 
it. So I went to the evangelical 
bookshop in Bristol and came 
out with three of Merlin 
Carother’s books, including 
Prison to Praise. I began to 
wonder if I should be praising 
more. So I gritted my teeth 
and literally thanked God for 
all the sorrows, suffering and 
unhappiness in my family. I 
became suddenly vividly 
aware of the Lord’s presence, 
and I knew that He loved me 
and I loved Him, and then I 
began to pray in a new 
language that I recognised 
from six years earlier. Because 
tongues can be a very emotive 
word I prefer to call it my 
prayer language, but I have 
discovered that it is not just a 
vehicle for praise but also for 
spiritual warfare. It also 
brings peace, when there is 
conflict as well as insight. 


Another spiritual milestone 
came when I was working at 
the Radcliffe Infirmary, and 
Sister Barbara from Spring- 
field St Mary came to give a 
lunchtime series of talks about 
Christian meditation. It open- 
ed a door for me. After that, 
it wasn’t that the hassle was 
any less at work — just that it 
was less in me. 

Not only have I done a lot of 
work on myself since then, I 
have also become a counsellor 
and listening post for other 
people. 

Life is undoubtedly a 
spiritual journey which in 
many ways has brought me 
beyond rigid denominational 
lines. In fact, now that I am a 
middle-aged woman who has 
been a Christian for a very 
long time, I am much more 
aware of God as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, and of 
His great mercy and 
grace to me. 
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Pamela Ford lives in 
Woodstock. She works in 
Oxford as a nurse teacher. 


fSh Cultural Tburs 
and Pilgrimages 

For over 34 years Inter-Church Travel has been the 
leading name in providing tours to places of biblical 
and cultural significance for people from all walks 
of life and all ages. The 1989 brochure features 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land, devotional visits to 
Lourdes and tours to the Soviet Union and India. 

The Great Wall of China and Rose-Red city of 
Petra are also among the highlights, and there is 
a range of UK holidays to places like Canterbury. 



Germany of Martin Luther and I 
Bach and a Malawi Mission tour in the foot- 
steps of David Livingstone. 

To receive this brochure either call free on 
0800 300 444 or complete this coupon and 
return it to: Inter-Church Travel Ltd, 
FREEPOST, PO Box 58, Folkestone, Kent 
CT20 1YB. 
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HOLIDAY COTTAGE TO LET 

Modern well-equipped cottage in 
Easton, Somerset. 3 miles Wells. 5 
miles Cheddar. Sleeps 6 + cot. 
CH. Garage parking. Col TV. Gas & 
electricity included. Regret no 
smokers or pets. From £ 100-El 30 
per week. 

Further details tel: 02407 2097 



Antiques 

Telephone: 

Beaconsfield 
(0494 67) 4473 
David J. Barker 
Wycombe End 
Beaconsfield, 
Bucks. 


ST MICHAEL 
AND ALL ANGELS 

Beaconsfield 

ORGANIST AND 
CHOIRMASTER 

Sung Eucharist at 10am every Sun- 
day. Rite B. Good, enthusiastic 
choir. RSCM rates. 


Apply to: The Revd 
Richard Woodward 
The Parsonage 
St Michael’s Green 
Beaconsfield, Bucks 
HP9 2BN 

'Tel:' (0494) 673464 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford OX1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, 
etc. Candles, Communion Wine, Altar 
Breads, Church Stationery. 


HOUSE PORTRAITS 


Drawn and Painted of Distinctive Homes 

Exteriors and interiors £100 + VAT 



Also murals, portraits land and seascape, etc. 

RICHARD MICHELMORE STUDIO 1, HEATHFIELD 

01-346 4005 3 HOLDEN AVENUE N12 
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THE NEW BISHOP OF READING: 

Teacher and pastor 



The Venerable John Bone. 

All for Bucks 


THE next Bishop of Reading is 
to be the Venerable John Bone, 
currently the Archdeacon of 
Buckingham. His consecration 
will be on October 4. 

The choice of John Bone is likely 
to be a popular one. Having spent 
almost his entire ministry in the 
Diocese of Oxford he is in every 
sense a “local” man. 

Although bom in Devon in 1931 , 
he was educated at St Peter’s Col- 
lege, Oxford where he read Politics, 
Philosophy and Economics. After 
training at Ely Theological College 
and being curate at St Gabriel’ s 
Church, Pimlico, in London, he 
returned to the Diocese in 1960 
when he became Curate of Henley. 
Then followed 13 years as Vicar of 
Datchet and two years as Vicar of 
Upton-cum-Chalvey, before becom- 
ing Archdeacon of Buckingham in 
1977. 

He is not only an experienced 
parish priest but also a qualified 
teacher. At Datchet he decided to use 
a sabbatical to study for a profes- 
sional qualification at a teacher- 
training college, after teaching 
Religious Education informally in 
the local- secondary school. 


As Chairman of the Diocesan 
Board of Social Responsibility, he 
also has a keen interest in social 
issues — particularly race relations 
and homelessness; while his recent 
appointment as Chairman of the new 
Diocesan Parish Resources Council 
draws together his experience in 
education, parish development and 
stewardship. 

John Bone counts his time in 
Buckinghamshire as particularly 
fruitful. When first appointed Ar- 
chdeacon, much of Milton Keynes 
was still on the drawing board and 
he was appointed Diocesan Plann- 
ing Officer for the city alongside 
planning officers from four other 
denominations. 

“I spent as much as half of my 
time at that point in Milton Keynes. 
Although I was already committed 
to ecumenism, it was very educative 
to work alongside other Christians 
in a place which was wanting and 
welcoming churches as partners in 
building up a city.” he said. 

The usual role of an Archdeacon 
is very much an administrative one 
concerned with the ‘nuts and bolts” 
of Church life, such as the care of 
buildings, although John Bone says 


that he has been fortunate in Buck- 
inghamshire because Bishop Simon 
has shared some of the more pastoral 
opportunities with him. However, he 
remains at heart a parish priest who 
above all is looking forward to hav- 
ing a more specific liturgical rela- 
tionship with his flock. 

The Archdeacon will be moving 
to the Bishop’s House in Sonning 
near Reading with his wife Ruth and 
Patrick, the youngest of his five 
children. He says: “I think the 
priority for me is to get to know the 
Clergy of Berkshire and the parishes 
in which they serve. I also want to 
affirm and support those ordained 
and lay people, whose ministry is on 
the frontier between the Church and 
secular society.” 


AH working 
together 

FIVE Banbury churches came 
together on May 10 to make a uni- 
que ecumenical commitment to work 
with each other. At a service in the 
Hardwick Community Centre, local 
Anglican, Methodist, Roman 
Catholic and United Reformed 
Churches made a Covenant and 
pledged themselves to share their 
lives in the area as fully as possible, 
and “not to do separately what they 
can do together”. 

This is the first ecumenical ven- 
ture of this type in the Banbury area 
which began two years ago when 
Christians from different traditions 
started to meet together on the Hard- 
wick estate to discuss ecumenical 
cooperation. Through joint Lent 
groups, pilgrimages, celebrations 
and evangelism the churches agreed 
to work together for at least five 
years sharing in worship, ministry 
and mission. 


UBS moves in 

LORD COGGAN, formerly Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury officiated at 
the opening of a new United Bible 
Studies (UBS) general office in 
Reading on April 18. 

The Reading office will co- 
ordinate the activities of the Bible 
Societies around the world. 


POSSIBLY Buckinghamshire 
County Council’s heaviest bur- 
den is being lumped together as 
a hideous, horrible, anonymous 
“they”, said the Bishop of 
"Buckingham, the Rt Revd 
Simon Burrows, speaking at a 
special ecumenical service at St 
Mary’s Church, Aylesbury to 
mark the County Council’s 
centenary year. 

“Buckinghamshire is not a coun- 
ty with any interest in the nostalgia 
industry” he said. “The County 
which we serve has seen greater 
changes, and a larger increase in 
population, than any other shire 
county in the last 20 years. This in- 
evitably had brought its tensions.” 


Years ago when he had been sent 
to Coventry to build a new church 
and he had been asked: “When are 
they going to build the new 
church?” he had replied: “when 
‘they’ become ‘us’!” 

“That,” said Bishop Simon, 
“should be the vision of local 
government as we rededicate our- 
selves in the service of the County 
we love.” 

He recalled how at his consecra- 
tion in Westminster Abbey he thank- 
ed the then County Council 
chairman for attending. The Chair- 
man responded: “Whatever it is, if 
it’s for Bucks, I’m for it. They 
were there that night, Bishop Simon 
said, to thank God for all those who 
by their service exemplified those 
words. 


Stewardship 

in the 
countryside 

“AT college I was brought up 
to see increased production, ef- 
ficiency and the profit motive as 
all-important. As a Christian I 
see my task as being a steward 
of God’s creation with a respon- 
sibility towards God’s creatures 
— the animals and plants in my 
care — and to future genera- 
tions,” said Mr Colin Wright, 
an Oxford Diocesan glebe far- 
mer from Waddesdon, Ayles- 
bury in a special Rogation 
Sunday service in Dorchester 
Abbey on April 30. 

Mrs Mollie Harris, well-known 
for her role as Martha Woodford in 
“The Archers” and in the Eynsham 
area for her involvement in local 
community life, also took part. She 
saw the task of the Church as 
“building bridges between the old 
villagers and the newcomers”. 

She said that if young couples 
were to be enabled to live in our 
villages then council houses should 
not be sold off, especially in rural 
areas, and more should be done for 
first-time buyers. 

Mr Wright and Mrs Harris were 
interviewed in the Abbey by the 
Rector of Dorchester, the Rev John 
Crowe. After the service the con- 
gregation Were able to see an exhibi- 
tion from the Cogges Farm Museum 
at Witney which compared the reali- 
ty of hard, grinding work in the far- 
ming industry a hundred years ago 
with the highly technical and varied 
jobs of today. 

Top choir girl 

BBC Radio stations — national, 
local and regional in association 
with BET — are linking up in their 
search for Britain’s “BBC Choir 
Girl of the Year” for 1989. 

The competition is open to all 
denominations. Entrants, between 
12 and 17, must sing regularly in a 
church or chapel choir and should 
submit a cassette containing a hymn 
and another piece of music to their 
local radio station or to the National 
Organiser by July 21 , 1989. Her ad- 
dress is: National Organiser, BBC 
Choir Girl of the Year, PO Box 400, 
York YOl 2ZZ. 


Jenkins' ear . . . 



This Bishop of Durham, the Rt Revd David Jenkins, listens to 
other views during his visit to the Oxford Diocesan Clergy Con- 
ference at Swan wick. See report page 1. 


IN BRIEF 


THE Church Missionary Society 
Chiltern Association is running a 
competition called “What’s Mission 
to You” for young people aged 
12-17 leading up to “Mission Aware 
day for all ages on July 2. The 
closing date is June 21. There are 
three categories, a visual display 
such as a poster, a teen magazine ar- 
ticle or story and a radio news 
feature. Prizes include a visit to BBC 
Radio Oxford. Details from Mrs 
Rosemary Vere, 23 School Close, 
Marlow Hill, High Wycombe HP1 1 
1PH. 

SIR Harry Secombe’s visit to Oxford 
on his ITV Highway programme on 
May 14 included the choir of 
Christ’s Church Cathedral and the 
voices of Magdalen College chorist- 
ers heralding May morning. On May 
21 Central’s Morning Worship Came 
from St Aldate’s, Oxford, one of the 
oldest churches in the City. The 
celebrant was the Revd David 
Maclnnes. 

THE new Children’s Adviser to the 
Diocesan Parish Resources Council 
will be Mrs Pamela Jones. Mrs 
Jones who is a teacher with a 
diploma in Special Educational 
Needs is married to the Revd 
Stephen Jones, Vicar of Cropredy. 


ABOUT 98 per cent of our trade is 
carried by sea and Sea Sunday is the 
day when parishes all over the world 
are asked to think about and pray for 
the merchant seafarers and the 
Church’s ministry to them. This year 
it falls on July 9 and posters, a fact 
sheet, sermon notes, suggestions for 
worship and an eight-page picture 
story book suitable for 7-11 year 
olds are available from Ms Angela 
Murray, The Missions to Seamen, 
St Michael Paternoster Royal, Col- 
lege Hill, London EC4R 2RL. 


It’s our Media 

WE get the media we deserve. That 
was the message that came through 
at the end of a media conference 
organised by the Diocesan Mothers’ 
Union at Drayton on May 1 1 . 

Michael Apicella, of BBC Radio 
Oxford’s Spirit Level programme 
and Tom Hunt of Fox FM, the new 
commercial station soon to go on the 
air, highlighted the opportunities 
local radio affords. 

The current situation of TV and 
radio as served by the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority was chal- 
lengingly described by Mrs Janet 
Wootton for the IB A. However, re- 
ferring to the BBC, she gave warn- 
ing of possible adverse changes if the 
public do not take a lively interest 
in the White Paper on Broadcasting 
now before Parliament. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


Why sanctions would work 


by John Madeley 

A RECENT visit to three countries in 
southern Africa necessitated three 
changes of ’planes at Johannesburg and 
five hour waits on each occasion. As an 
avid reader of newspapers I used much 
of the time poring over South Africa’s 
press. 

The debates in the papers told their own 
story: should doctors treat anyone regardless 
of the colour of their skin, should Johan- 
nesburg buses be de-segregated, should San- 
don (a suburb) become a free residence area 
— these are just a sample. 

But what did surprise me was the con- 
siderable coverage given to the debate over 
economic sanctions — it was a bigger talking 
point than I had realised. The papers show- 
ed that supporters of apartheid are very jum- 
py about the possibility of the West imposing 
sanctions against South Africa — and that 
they are delighted with the stance of Mrs 
Thatcher. 

I quote from a letter in The Citizen 
newspaper of April 26: “It was a rare bit of 
luck that Mrs Thatcher, Mr Ahtisarri and 
Prem Chand, were all there at the right time 
... it was extremely churlish to denigrate her 
(Mrs Thatcher’s) friendship, even if she 


prefaces every speech with ‘We abhor apar- 
theid’. To this country she has been a pillar 
in comparison to local clergy’’. 

I know little of Mr Ahtisarri and Prem 
Chand but I am sickened by the way Britain’s 
Prime Minister is seen as a friend of apar- 
theid. But then Mrs Thatcher is an intelligent 
woman. She must be aware that she is being 
used in this way. As long as she opposes sanc- 
tions — considered by the Commonwealth 
Eminent Persons group as “the last hope for 
peaceful change” — she gives comfort to apar- 
theid supporters and prolongs the agony of 
that country. 

Mrs Thatcher says sanctions would cause 
suffering for black people. I put that to a 
young black South African. “We are suffer- 
ing anyway”, she replied; “if you impose 
sanctions we shall at least be getting 
somewhere. We shall be suffering, but inching 
forward.” 

If the Government will not impose sanc- 
tions, what about the Church? Whilst the 
Church Commissioners do not invest direct- 
ly in South Africa, over £90 million of their 
money is invested in 64 companies with South 
African interests. 

In July 1986 General Synod overwhelmingly 
approved a resolution, requesting financial in- 


situations to take “whatever steps in their 
power, including acts of disengagement” to 
increase pressure on the apartheid regime. It 
urged “the Church’s financial bodies to give 
a clear lead in that direction”. 

No such lead has come. The Commissioners 
have since sold their shares in only one of the 
companies. 

Disquiet about the Church’s financial policy 
led to the setting-up last autumn of the Chris- 
tian Ethical Investment Group which aims to 
develop “a stronger ethical investment policy 
within the Church of England”. This is na- 
tional group, co-ordinated by a priest in the 
Oxford diocese, the Revd William Whiffen of 
Seer Green, with Bishop Richard as a patron. 

There is also a Diocesan monitoring group 
on South Africa chaired by the Revd Norman 
Russell of Gerrards Cross. And the Bishops 
Council has discussed whether Oxford 
Diocesan funds should continue to be invested 
with the Central Board of Finance, the 
Church Commissioners’ “twin”. 

Maybe Oxford could give a lead, both to the 
wider church and the government. My enforc- 
ed waits at Johannesburg airport convince me 
that what we do will be watched with greater 
interest in South Africa than we might 
imagine. 


THE EMBROIDERY DEPARTMENT 

AH Saints Convent 
St Mary’s Road, Oxford 0X4 1RU 

For all your church embroidery and textile 
needs; including Vestment, Fair Linens, Altar 
Frontals and Banners. 

Also available: Small piece remnants suitable 
for C&G Sc Textile Students. 
Enquiries do: 

Mrs S. Pedley 
All Saints Convent 


ST MAGDALENE CHURCH, WOODSTOCK 
FESTIVAL OF ARTS EXHIBITION AND SALE 

Painting, Sculpture, Woodcraft, Pottery, Needlecraft 

JUNE 17-25, 1989 

Daily: 10.30am-6.30pm. Sundays: 12.30pm-6.30pm. 

Incidental music. Silver Collection in aid of Church Funds 


THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

The Book of Common Prayer is still the standard of Doctrine, 
and is a beautiful form of Worship. 

If you value the language and doctrine of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, join the Prayer Book Society. 

Diocesan Secretary: John Crofts 
14 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury HP22 6BT 



The Anglican Pacifist Fellowship 

believes that faith is Jesus Christ's call for the renunciation of all war. 
for further information and newsletter: 

Hon Sec: Revd Sidney Hinkes 
St Nary's Vicarage, Bayswater Road 
Headington, Oxford, 0X3 9EY 
OXFORD (0865) 61886 


WORD PROCESSING 

VDII OPERATING 

PROGRAMMING COURSES 

— V Absolute beginners welcome 

\ K J (0628)24729 

' \ M tr Jane Coates Associates Ltd 

A V MAIDENHEAD 
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# ALTWOOD SCHOOL 

C of E COMPREHENSIVE 

For pupils from 11-18 years of age. 

The Church Comprehensive School for 
Maidenhead and surrounding area. 
Vacancies in most years 

Telephone: Maidenhead 22236 or 20574 or Write: 
Altwood School Altwood Road 
Maidenhead SL6 4PU 


H 


Do you know our 
CHARITY SHOPS? 


The Children^ Society 

XUUNt; I.IVtsUXWTH 1 1 VIM; 

DIDCOT: 114 Lower Broadway 
WINDSOR: 71 Peas<od Street Tel: 0753 830013 

BANBURY: 20 Parsons Street Tel: 0295 62805 

AYLESBURY: 29 Friars Square Tel: 0296 393421 

BUCKINGHAM: 16 Market Hill 

Volunteer staff, goods for sale (especially bric-a-brac and jewellery) and 
customers always welcome! 

WE ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR SUITABLE SHOP PREMISES IN OTHER TOWNS. PLEASE PHONE 
MR CHRIS HAYWARD ON DIDCOT (0235 510453) IF YOU CAN HELP US FIND THEM. 


CHRISTCHURCH CATHEDRAL 
OXFORD 

The Dean and Chapter wish to appoint a 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

for the Cathedral voluntary choir which is responsible for singing 
during vacation. 

For details of Honorarium and other conditions please contact: 

The Precentor 
Christchurch, Oxford- 


"The Parables" Plower festival 

at 

St Michael & All Angels Church, Lamboum 

Preview evening, June 30, 7*9pm. Tickets at door, £2.50 
(to include a glass of wine). 

July 1 and 2, 10am-6pm. Admission £1. Refreshments available. 

Enquiries: 0488 71396 

Proceeds to Church Restoration Appeal 



m 


Sanctuary- 
Wigginton Heath 

TEL: 0608 730262 
Open Daily 10.30am-Dusk. Leaflets available at (0295) 272364 
Come and share in the joy of our FEATHERED FRIENDS. 

Wildlife and rare breeds conservationists. 

Admission: Adults £1. Children & OAPs 50p 
People in wheelchairs especially welcome, layout designed with you in 
mind. 

For directions please call: Enstone 391 late evenings. 

Banbury approx 6 miles. Chipping Norton approx 8 miles. Hook Norton approx 2 miles 


HOME 


MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES 

; l|! i 

IF IT'S HOME IMPROVEMENTS YOU 
REQUIRE WHY NOT CONSIDER GIVING 
US A CALL. WE CAN OFFER A 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF 
SPECIALIST SERVICES AND AT 
UNBEATABLE PRICES. 


★ TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS 

★ SINGLE POINT LIABILITY 

★ FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE 

★ HOME IMPROVEMENT 

JJSf 


LOANS AVAILABLE 

★ FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE 


62 CHURCH STREET 

WHEATLEY 

OXON 


Tel: Wheatley 2121 

<31 



Mission to the churches 


Billy Graham is coming to the 
Oxford Diocese as part of his 
Mission ’89 but not in person. 
Thanks to satellite technology 
200 Livelink centres around the 
country will link as many as one 
million people to his main mis- 
sion meetings in London bet- 
ween June 26 and July 1 . There 
are at least eight centres in the 
Diocese — at Aylesbury, 
Chesham, Greenham Common, 
Oxford, Wokingham, Slough, 
Reading and Maidenhead. 

Preparations for Dr Graham’s 
visit have been going on since 
November, but unlike his earlier 
missions this one, though cen- 
tred around his visit, is heavily 
orientated towards local chur- 
ches and their needs and in- 
fluence. The Christian Life and 
Witness Classes for those Chris- 
tians who are interested in pro- 
viding counselling or prayer 
support for the Livelink 
meetings have had an excellent 
response with 250 people atten- 
ding in Slough alone. 

Many centres are also arrang- 
ing coach visits to the London 
meeting. Anyone wanting more; 
information about Livelink or 
about the London meetings 
should ask at their local church 
or telephone the London 
organisers on 01-224 4266. k 

Victorian 

At the Anglican St Birinus 
Church at Calcot they are 
holding a Victorian celebration 
in June to raise funds for various 
charities including the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital whose 150th 
anniversary is this year. There 
will even be a Victorian Church 
service using the Common 
Prayer Book of the period, and 
the church warden will be in- 
structed to keep rowdies in order 
and evict trouble-makers and 
drunks! 


The new Diocesan Officer for 
Social Responsibility Dr Anne 
Borrowdale is very much a 
woman of the 20th century. Her 
new book A Woman’s Work: 
Changing Christian Attitudes 
(SPCK, £4.95) looks at the ways 
in which attitudes to women and 
to women’s work are bound up 
with a misguided concept of 
Christian love. There are times, 
she argues, when Christian love 
can say “no”, when it is right 
to question demands upon it that 
are unjust. 

Ilhistrated by Posy Sim- 
monds, her searching analysis 
brings into the open some un- 
comfortable home truths which 
will make many a male hackle 
rise and a few female ones as 
well. 


The need to fundraise on a grand 
scale comes to every church 
sooner or later and taxes the in- 
genuity as well as the pockets of 
its members. The parishoners of 
Thame have unveiled their ap- 
peal with a very professional 
“Signpost” newsletter to the 
community with illustrations and 
explanations of the £600,000 
project which includes an in- 
teresting “undercroft” scheme 
to provide new church rooms 
under the existing churchyard. 

St Mary’s, Charlbury who 
need £300,000 for reordering 
and repairing their church are 
also just embarking on their ap- 
peal. To bring it to the attention 
of local residents they hit upon 
the courageous idea of sending 
out 1 ,200 invitations asking 


prizes for his solution to a Zam- 
bian newspaper crossword syn- 
dicated from our Daily 
Telegraph. He modestly says 
there was not much competition 
then, but this Easter, against 
considerable competition, his 
was one of the first five correct 
solutions to The Times jumbo 
crossword and he won £50. 
Clearly, a good man to have 
around at breakfast time. 

Marmalade 

Still with breakfast in mind, the 
Wantage Parish Youth Group 
were keen to do something 
unusual for the Church Urban 
Fund. The result was the great 
marmalade stew up which in- 


pe opte^pla, ees 


Thanksgiving 

April 16 was a special day in the 
Parish of the Claydons because 
it was the first Sunday for more 
than six years that St Michael’s 
Church, Steeple Claydon had 
been fully used. Problems at St 
Michael’s began in 1983 when 
the roof of the 14th century 
church was declared to be in a 
dangerous state. After that, on- 
ly the chancel was usable and 
even when sufficient money had 
been raised to restore the roof 
the nave was still unsafe. 

Although more than £40,000 
is needed to complete the repairs 
the Bishop of Buckingham 
preached at a special service of 
thanksgiving when he said that 
despite many changes Steeple 
Claydon had managed to retain 
its community spirit. 


everyone in the town to supper 
on June 9. 

Little Compton’s appeal for 
£30,000 for the restoration of 
iheir bells launched last October 
is already two thirds of the way 
there, thanks to an anonymous 
benefactor who offered to match 
all receipts on Easter day in the 
ratio three to one. 

An unusually-high £1,348 
collection boosted by a spon- 
sored ring brought the total 
figure for the day to £2, 1 1 1 .84 
and sure enough the chur- 
chwardens have since received 
a cheque for £6,335.52 from 
their benefactor’s solicitor. 

Crosswords 

When he was a missionary in 
Africa Canon John Houghton 
of Bletchley regularly won 


volved chopping 701bs Seville 
oranges, lemons and grapefruit, 
scrubbing dozens of donated jars 
and keeping a watchful eye on 
the preserving pans on the 
vicarage cooker. 

Calligraphy skills came in 
useful for the CUF labels and 
the result was an impressive 
£150 from marmalade sales on 
a local market stall. 

Door stop 

Perhaps the last word should go 
to an even more unusual ven- 
ture. The Vicar of Whitchurch 
in Buckinghamshire and his 
Choirmaster are abseiling from 
the church tower on June 10 as 
part of their 800th festival. For 
their congregation’s sake as well 
as their own we wish them a 
happy landing. 


DOG COLLAR 


One of the parson's supporting cast 



“Now about that Salmonella 
Rushdie,” said the familiar 
voice. My heart sank. She 
rings me regularly, blackmail- 
ing me into staying at the other 
end by not allowing a word in 
edgeways. 

“I’m sorry,” I said firmly, “you 
must excuse me — the potatoes are 
boiling over.” It made not the 
slightest difference. I know why 
she rings — she told me soon after 
I became Rector of Whitchurch. 
“You must be bored out of your 
tiny mind, poor darling,” she said 
in recognition of the hours of 
tedium to which it is well known 
clergy are prone as part of their 
humdrum existence. 

Nor is she by any means the first 
female to assail me in such a 
fashion. I could supply you with 
a whole catalogue of them. Among 
the more memorable was the 
grandee of the Mothers’ Union in 


early years of my ministry . . . she 
bore a more than passing 
resemblance to Kaiser Wilhelm II, 
including the glare of doddering 
disapproval. “Mister Hughes,” 
she said from a great height on the 
first occasion that she rang, “do 
you realise that the prayers of 
millions of women all over the 
world have come to nought 
because of the failure of your 
Mother’ Union?” She had 
diocesan connections and was 
evidently entitled to take me to 
task. 

1 admitted that I knew about it. 
I had received notification that the 
Mothers’ Union Wave of Prayer 
was due to hit the parish between 
2.30 and 2.45pm on Thursday, 
June 21. (The logistics must have 
been horrific, what with British 
Summer Time and the Interna- 
tional Date Line.) But unfor- 
tunately nobody in our local M.U. 
was free to actually kneel in the 


parish church at that time to pray 
for the branches of the Mothers* 
Union in Ruanda, Burundi or 
wherever. “It doesn’t mean,” I 
pointed out, “that all the other 
prayers are null and void.” She 
gave a quiet ferocious grunt of 
disapproval. It was borne in on me 
that our failure was global. 

My next encounter with her was 
later that summer. I recognised 
the imperious voice immediately — 
“Mister Hughes!” She has been 
reading the parish magazine and 
had discovered that I was organis- 
ing a Sunday School trip to a new 
Safari Park. 

“You may, or may not know 
this,” she said, “but I have lent 
my lion to that safari park, and 
they are not looking after him at 
all — not at all. The poor dear is 
going quite bald!” 

It turned out that they were tar- 
macing the roadways in the safari 
park at that time. Because the 


weather was hot, the tar remain- 
ed viscuous for several days: it ap- 
pealed to the lions, who rolled and 
rolled on the hot surface, tearing 
out their hairs as they got caught 
in the tar. 

“Now I want you to inspect the 
lion on my behalf, Mister 
Hughes,” she said, “and if it’s as 
bald as I think it is, I want you to 
take action forthwith. Action, 
Mister Hughes . . . it’s the least 
you can do under the cir- 
cumstances.” 

One of my friends has a thing 
about authors who create fictional 
clergy as figures of fun in their 
writings — but what about the 
laity who do it for real? 

Richard Hughes 

Richard Hughes is Rector of St 
Mary’s, Whitchurch-on- 
Thames. 



BLENHEIM PALACE 
GIFT SHOP 

OPEN EVERY DAY 1 1am-4pm 

We have a good selection of gifts and books. 

Toiletries ★ Lace Tablecloths ★ Napkins ★ Place Mats 
★ Aprons ★ Bags ★ China ★ Enamels 

Also ★ Honey ★ Marmalades ★ Preserves Books ★ 
Wine ★ Lots of ideas for Christmas Gifts. 

Hot and cold drinks are also available. 

Spend some time walking in the park and look at some 
of the finest views in England. 

BLENHEIM PALACE 

Woodstock. Oxford OX7 IPX 
Tot: Woodstock 109931 811752 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN ~ or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 

Tel: 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 6305 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION 
SIZES WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL and UK 
STOCKISTS of NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 

Amber Wine, solely for Altar use. 

Price Lists and details on request from: 

F. A. DUMONT LTD 
High Street. Lyminge 
Folkestone. Kent CT18 8EL. 
Tel: (0303) 863193 
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In step with the Diocese 


WALKING is for pilgrims and 
for lovers of fresh air and exer- 
cise. It is also for supporters of 
the Church Urban Fund. In fact, 
if one thousand walkers are each 
sponsored for £100 then the 
great Church Urban Fund spon- 
sored walk on Saturday, July 15, 
could raise up to £ 100,000 for 
the CUF Diocesan Appeal. 

That at least is the hope of the 
organisers of the two sponsored 
walks which begin at Goring 
with an open-air EucHiarist 
celebrated at 10.15am by the 
Bishop of Oxford at the Church 
of St Thomas of Canterbury. 

Even British Rail have entered 
into the spirit of the event, by 
providing six extra coaches on 
the 9.30am from Reading to 
Goring to enable 500 walkers to 
do the walk along the Thames 
tow path back to Reading. Three 
extra coaches will be added to 
the 9. 12am from Oxford to Gor- 
ing, and the 18.26 from Goring 
to Oxford, for 300 walkers who 
wish to do the Wallingford walk 
and then return to Oxford by 
train. 

Walk 1: Goring to Reading 
(10 miles). Led by the Bishop 
of Oxford. From St Thomas of 
Canterbury at Goring to St 
Peter’s at Caversham, which 
will be open for prayers as will 
all the churches on the walk. 
Sponsorship forms will be 
stamped to confirm completed 
walk at St Peter’s Church. 
Rectory garden at St Mary’s 
Whitchurch will be open for 


Wallingfbnd Jjf 

Goring to 
Wallingford 


light refreshments and 
eating picnic lunches. 


for 


Cholsey 
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Moulsfond 


Beetle and 
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Walk 2: Goring to Wall- 
ingford and back (13 miles). 
Led by the Bishop of Buck- 
ingham. The walk will be 
along the Thames from St 
Thomas of Canterbury at 
Goring to St Mary le More at 
Wallingford, and back along 
the other side of the river to St 
Mary’s, Streatley. St Mary le 
More open from 2.30pm- 
3.30pm for prayer. Sponsor 
forms stamped at St Mary’s, 
Streatley, also open for 
prayer. 

Walk 3: if you are energetic 
you can combine both walks 
(23 miles). Start with the Wall- 
ingford walk and then walk 
back to Reading. You should 
complete it by about 8pm. 
Bring a picnic or call at pubs 
en route. 

Getting there by train: Car 
parking at Goring is limited so 
it is hoped that as many people 
as possible will travel by train. 
The cost of travelling by train 
will be paid centrally. 

Reading to Goring: anyone 
travelling by train should phone 
Brian Ebbs on Reading (0734) 
474747 as soon as possible to 
book tickets. On the day, they 
should meet him on the platform 
at Reading station with their 
sponsor forms in order to be 
issued with tickets, not later than 
9.15am to catch the 9.30am 





And for Pilgrims . 


The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Rev Richard Harries sets an example by joining walkers from all over Oxford 
“ticking-in” at St Andrew’s in Headington during a church crawl on the first Sunday of Christian Aid Week. 

train which will reach Goring at 
9.46am. 

Oxford to Goring: all people 
travelling by train should phone 
Nicholas Lines as soon as possi- 
ble on 02404 2443 to book 
tickets. On the day, they should 
meet him on the platform at Ox- 
ford station not later than 
8.55am (to catch the 9.12am 
train arriving at Goring at 
9.59am and returning 18.26 
from Goring to reach Oxford at 
19.13) with their sponsor forms 
to be issued with return tickets. 

Travelling by car: There will 
be space for about 200 cars at 
the Swan, Streatley, and limited 
but no guaranteed parking at the 
Goring Station car park. 

However, please try to use the 
train and if you do travel by car 
please share. 


Goring to 
Reading 


Cleeve Loci 

v 

St neat ley J 



Reading^ 


leeve Mill 


^Goring 


Maps taken from The Thames Walk by David Sharp 
(The Ramblers Association, 1/5 Wandsworth Road, 
London, SW8 2LJ. £1.20, postage included). 


Saturday, June 10: Stantonbury, 
Milton Keynes sponsored 
walk/pilgrimage: 

Eight worship centres in this ecumenical parish are 
participating, including parish churches old and new 
and Roman Catholic and Salvation Army centres. 

Everyone sets off from their own centre between noon 
and 5pm and goes around cycle-way route stopping at 
each centre to answer simple questions about life there 
and to say a prayer. With the agreement of all 
denominations all proceeds will go the Church Urban 
Fund. Details from the Rev Ian Jagger 0908 662092. 

Saturday, June 17: St Albanstide. 
Turville-Stonor-Turville walk: 

St Mary the Virgin Church, Turville, near Henley, 
is built on land which once belonged to Benedictine 
Monks from a monastery at St Albans. Since 1983, 
prayers have been said daily in the church for peace 
and justice in the world and unity in the Church and 
June 17 will be an ecumenical day committed to the 
same theme. 

A picnic at noon will be followed by a walk along 
the Chiltem footpath to the Roman Catholic chapel at 
Stonor where there will be prayers. The return walk 
to Turville will be followed by a service of commu- 
nion led by Father Elais from Douai and the Rev Paul 
Nicholson, with tea at the vicarage. 

Sunday, July 2: St Birinus Pilgrimage. 
Blewbury-Dorchester (13 miles): 

This year’s pilgrimage commemorating the conver- 
sion of Wessex (England south and west of Dorchester) 
by St Birinus begins at 12.45pm with a fellowship meal 
at Chum Knob, Blewbury. After the Proclamation of 
the Word pilgrims begin the 13-mile walk to Dor- 
chester, stopping at crosses along the way to pray. A 
shorter walk (five miles) begin from the churchyard 
at Brightwell at 3pm. Both walks take in Wittenham 
Clumps. 

Brother Paschal, a Roman Catholic from Grey friars, 
Oxford, will preach at a 7pm ecumenical service in 
Dorchester Abbey and afterwards there will be a 
barbecue in the Roman Catholic Presbytery garden with 
four fires and good cheap food. Commented the Rev 
John Crowe, Rector of Dorchester: “We also hope to 


have live music. Any offers from Christian folk groups 
will be most welcome.” 

A programme and information sheet is available from 
The Pilgrimage Office, 4 Samain Way, Dorchester-on- 
Thames, OX9 8JS (enclose sae please). 

Saturday, September 16: March 
for Jesus across the nation: 

At noon in 44 different centres from Shetlands to the 
Channel Islands thousands of Christians of different 
denominations will gather to worship and march for 
Jesus. Each centre will be linked by landline to pro- 
claim the oneness of His people and to soak the nation 
in prayer. At 12.45pm the march will begin. For the 
six weeks leading up to September 16 Christian leaders 
will join in a “Torch March”, a prayer walk from one 
end of Britain to another. There are March Centres at 
Milton Keynes: Mrs M. Eyeington, 0908 70177; Ox- 
ford: Mr and Mrs P. Sutton, 0865 750904 and Reading: 
0734 62003 where you can get a Marchers’ Informa- 
tion Pack with details of the day itself and how to 
prepare for it. 

Pilgrimages to Walsingham 

Throughout the coming summer and autumn groups 
of pilgrims will be setting out from various places in 
the Diocese for the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. 
After Canterbury, this was the largest place of 
pilgrimage in medieval England. Since the revival of 
Walsingham as a place for pilgrimage in the last 50 
years, it has become a place where many Christians 
from every Diocese (including our own) have found 
growth and renewal in their faith. 

Already Pilgrimages are under way — St Agnes, 
Spital (June 17/18) - St Giles’, Reading (June 21/23) 
— St John’s, Newbury (June 29/30) — SS Peter and 
Paul, Wantage (Sep 15/17) — SS Mary and John and 
St Alban’s, Oxford (Oct 6/8) — St Swithun’s, Kenn- 
ington (Oct 9/1 1) — St Luke’s and St Bartholomew’s, 
Reading (Oct 14/ 15th). 

Usually such pilgrimages are only too delighted to 
welcome people from other parishes who want to find 
out what Walsingham is all about and to join with their 
fellow Christians on a pilgrimage. The Vicar of the par- 
ticular church organising the pilgrimage is the best per- 
son to contact. Phone Diocesan Church House (0865) 
244566 if you can’t find their number any other way. 


CONSULTUS 

AGENCY 

RESIDENT AND TEMPORARY HOUSEKEEPERS, 
COMPANIES, NANNIES AND COOKS FOR 
ALL EMERGENCIES 

Full nursing service available for special care of the 
sick and convalescent at home. 

1 7 London Road, T onbridge, Kent 
Telephone Tonbridge 355231 


THE GWALIA MALE 
VOICE CHOIR 

AT NEWPORT PAGNELL PARISH CHURCH 
on Saturday, July 8th at 7.30pm 

Tickets £5 from Mrs Dorothy Martin. 

Tel: 0908 615 743 
ALL IN AID OF HOULSOE CHURCH 
RESTORATION FUND 


lActlV 3 ' 1 Stcan ’ Navi ?a// 0 „ „ *j? 


DO YOU REQUIRE 


BUILDING PLANS? 

If you require any type of building plans for the development of your 
premises read on I 4!^ 


• Fully qualified professional service for all building 
plans including: 

• House extensions 


• Industrial 

• Commercial 

• Leisure projects 

Professional indemnity insurance carried giving you total peace of mind. Com- 
prehensive list of approved contractors available. Supervision and estimating 
services also offered. For immediate service telephone: 


0908 64861 7 


(any time — 24 hours ansaphone) 


Funeral Directors 


H. C. Grimstead Ltd 

Amersham 


Harefield 

(0494) 726130 

DAY, IUGHI ADD SUNDAY ATTENDANCE 

0895 822297 

Eastcote 

Beaconsfield 

Ruislip 

01-866 0688 

(0494) 672668 

(0895) 632553 


TILBURY HOUSE 


Gerrards Cross 

SHEPHERDS LANE 

West Drayton 

(0753) 882644 

BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 

(0895) 442032 




FOR THAT VERY SPECIAL OCCASION 
- GOOD FOOD AND FINE WINES - 

TEL: 01-568 6893 0628-21770 
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EDITORIAL 



“Aren’t angels wonderful?” 
said a small boy rapturously to 
the lady on his right at the end* 
of the sermon, but no one 
answered or even so much as 
batted an eyelid. “Aren’t 
angels wonderful,” he said 
again, shouting it loudly. This 
time his neighbour looked the 
other way and pretended not 
to hear, while his mother, pink 
with embarrassement grabbed 
her son by the arm and dragg- 
ed him apologetically out of 
church. 

Had the same small boy been 
at the Children’s Gift Day ser- 
vice on May 6 his behaviour 
would of course have been en- 
tirely acceptable. At Dor- 
chester Abbey not one, but 
1,400 exuberant youngsters 
shook their tambourines along 
with the hymns and applaud- 
ed Bishop Richard's sermon. 
Rather more surprisingly, the 
adults present seemed to be do- 
ing much the same thing — 
and enjoying it too. 

The General Synod Board of 
Education Report Children in 
the Way (See also May DOOR) 
challenges every parish to 
reconsider the position of 
children and their needs within 
the Church. It will not be easy. 
On one hand, distant Victorian 
voices remind us that children 
should be seen and not heard 
especially in church while at 
heart we know that they have 
so much more to contribute 
than we dare admit. 

The trouble with children is 
that they are less predictable 
than we adults. Just when we 
think everything is going ac- 
cording to plan they halt us in 
our tracks with a 
breathtaking perceptive 
remark, or a maddeningly 
honest one. When they are 
around, the status quo is never 
entirely safe. It is one thing to 
bubble with enthusiasm at a 
children’s service, but quite 
another to disturb and adult- 
service with talk of angels. 

But sometimes the status quo 
needs to be threatened. The 
congregation of St Andrew’s, 
High Wycombe ( Parish Pro - 
file) could not have raised that 
£750,000 had they hung on to 
rational adult notions. It was 
a childlike trust in their 
Heavenly Father, and not ex- 
pert accounting, which moved 
their mountain. 

Perhaps, occasionally, it is 
good for us all to ponder what 
Jesus meant when He said: 
“Whoever does not accept the 
kingdom of God like a child 
shall never enter it.” It may 
take an adult to count the 
feathers on an angel’s wings, 
but does it take a child to see 
the full glory of the heavenly 

host. Christine Zwart 


PILGRIMS 


Anger: is it creative or destructive? 


ANGER belongs to all of us. It is a fact of our being, 
and facts are neither right nor wrong — they just are. 
It is how we use our anger which determines its course. 
It can be a manifestation of loving care or of deliberate 
diminishment, and usually it is something we fear, both 
in ourselves and in others. But essentially it is a key 
survival element and without it we wouldn’t. 

What makes you angry? Is it that you feel used and 
manipulated by people and circumstances? Does it stem 
from a sense of frustration (where is that coming from?) 
Is it due to stress (can you identify the cause?), or is 
it sheer fatigue? Is it injustice, lack of reverence for 
God, pollution of the planet, or the armaments industry, 
which makes you see red? It is important to know. 

Given that most murders (apparently) are domestic, 
what does that say about the quality of our relation- 
ships and family life? If members of families are angry 
with one another, is this wholly bad? For instance, if 
a child is never allowed to express its anger, two things 
may happen: those powerful feelings are driven inwards 


by Josephine Schneider 


and may well emerge in later life as depression or some 
kind of personality disorder, especially if there is the 
feeling that love is dependent upon good behaviour. 
But it is unpleasant and disturbing to be at the receiv- 
ing end of someone’s anger, and if a regular feature 
of family life it can do great harm in the long-term 
not least to the person who is constantly angry. 

Often, we unwittingly collude with it — anything for 
a quiet life? — but this attitude can be the opposite of 
loving; by never addressing the real cause, the anger 
is allowed to gather momentum until it knows no 
bounds, quite literally. No boundaries have been set 
or stated. 

Christians, especially, seem to have great difficulty 
with anger, as if the mere fact of calling oneself Chris- 
tian disallows it. Yet, there is a place for it. Anger is 


energy, and properly channelled it can be a strong 
motivation for tackling injustice and poverty, a source 
of creativity; but before we espouse any cause, it is 
essential we first deal with our own anger lest that cause 
become a vehicle for it, an instrument to control and 
manipulate others. “Be angry, and'sin not.” (Eph. 
4.26). 

Anger is a force for change either way, be it creative 
or destructive, and we have to take responsibility for 
it. But we are not alone in that choice and responsibility. 
If we allow Jesus to penetrate every area of ourselves, 
however reprehensible, it is his grace that will enable 
us to deal with it. Even if we have to confess to the 
same sin over and over again, we must remind 
ourselves frequently that all things are possible with 
God and have confidence in the promise that He will 
complete the work he has begun in us. 

Josephine Schneider is a counsellor and is 
training in Ignation spirituality. 


YOUNG DOOR 


Our voice needs 
to be heard today 


INITIALLY, I would like to 
say that I think the concept 
of The DOOR is brilliant. I 
am also very encouraged that 
young people have the op- 
portunity to express their 
opinions: an article by the 
young for the young. As 
everyone knows, we must 
provide for the youth 
because they are the 
“Church of tomorrow”. 

Yet this message seems not to 
have reached the young people 
themselves. Last month I was 
fortunate enough to be part of 
“Spring Board”, the Diocesan 
Youth Assembly. A challenging 
time, the fellowship with other 
Christians left me and so many 
others feeling uplifted and 
motivated towards more ways of 
putting faith into action. 

During our time together we 
discussed the establishment of a 
National Youth Forum and 
elected representatives for a 
youth council. Amidst apprecia- 
tion for these opportunities were 
all too many voices of concern; 
a sense that while we were of- 


fered a voice by the church we 
were still a long way from be- 
ing heard. 

Even the chance to write for 
The DOOR was greeted with 
trepidation. Fear perhaps that 
any enthusiasm and vibrance 
waiting to be conveyed would be 
stifled in a desperate attempt to 
prove intellectual soundness to 
the rest of the Church. 

Actually, the deanery to 
which I belong organises a youth 
festival. This is a very moving 
event where many young people 
experience acceptance and a 
strong fellowship for the first 
time. Last year many people ap- 
proached me asking almost half- 
heartedly: “Why can’t our 
church be like that?” 

I believe it can be when young 
people are no longer bracketed 
off as the “Church of tomor- 
row”. Why cannot anybody 
take a risk and finally accept us 
for what we are — a vital part 
of the Church of today? 

Andrew Crich (19) 
(Andrew is currently working as 
a volunteer in a children’s home 
in Ealing). 


Food 

Jesus’ indiscriminate love draws 
us all to His table; human 
authority dictates that we may 
not gather round it together. 
Faced with this impasse, a group 
of us (Roman Catholics and 
Anglicans) began to look for a 
way in which we could advance 
in each other’s company. 

Our reading of the Gospels 
confirmed that separateness at 
the Eucharist was not the will of 
God. On the contrary, the Chur- 
ches’ inactivity was actively de- 
fying God’s will for our unity. 
But to have persisted in press- 
ing for intercommunion would 
have been at best insensitive: 
clergy orders must be respected. 

On the other hand, we were 
conscious of being under orders 
— to make a move. The 
pressure of authority over us 
began to generate such a head of 
steam that we were driven for- 
ward in a new direction. 

So began our Trinitarian 
meals, celebrated “in the name 
of the Father who created us, the 
Son who suffered for us, and the 
Spirit who leads us into truth.” 
They are not used as a substitute 
for the Eucharist; we have all 
continued to attend our own 
parish celebrations as before. 
Nevertheless, when we meet for 
supper in His Name, these meals 
are sacred for us. We may eat 
and drink together on equal 
terms as sinners with whom x 
Jesus Himself identified. We 
take our places as His table com- 
panions and so His presence 
among us is assured. 

Though we have no set ritual 
we have chosen to say one par- 
ticular Eucharistic prayer (writ- 
ten by one of our number, Kevin 
Maguire) at some stage in every 
meal we share. It begins: 

This is the moment for giving 
thanks; 

This is the moment for remem- 
brance. 

Let us remember why we are 
here; 
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for thought 


by Jennifer Henderson 


we are here because we are 
Christians, 

Because we have been drawn 
together 

by the spirit which Christ said 
he would send into the world 

Another prayer we have 
always used was found in the 
late 1950s on a scrap of parch- 
ment in Tremeirchion Church. 

Look graciously upon us, Holy 
Spirit, and send us for our hallow- 
ing, thoughts which pass into 
prayer, prayer which passes into 
love, and love which passes into 
life with You for ever. Amen. 

Often we end our meal with 
singing; always we have 
readings between courses, from 
the Bible and other passages of 
literature. We look at the 
Eucharistic meal separated from 
formal liturgy, studying meals 
other than the Last Supper, at 
which Jesus was present. In the 
light of His instruction that His 
disciples should remember Him 
every time we eat and drink, we 
have turned to Scripture such as 
the Feeding of the Five Thou- 
sand and Jesus’s teaching of the 
Bread of Life. Constantly, we 
are reminded of Pierre Charles’s 
‘Priere de Toutes les Chose s, 9 
an adaptation of which we have 
read at one of our meal: “The 
joy of Heaven is to be the joy 
of a family table . . . Heaven is 
a place of hospitality and 
feasting.” 

As we talk and listen, further 
insights are stored among us for 
future occasions. There are the 
deeply serious moments when 
we fall spontaneously silent, diz- 
zily aware that we have been 
drawn close enough to glimpse 
the unfathomable depths of 
God’s love. And there are 
always the homely moments of 
laughter and hilarious enjoy- 


ment. These too are hallowed by 
the presence of the same God — 
the God who once turned water 
into wine to delight other friends 
at another party. 

Every miracle, or sign of His 
love, is made possible through 
Jesus’s complete communion 
with the Father. When we share 
meals in His presence we have 
companionship with one another 
because in Him we have become 
one body. Our companionship, 
the eating of bread together, 
brings us life through our com- 
munion with Him. His compa- 
nionship with us — His 
indiscriminate love offered free- 
ly to all sinners — led to His 
death on the Cross. But through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, this 
Jesus God raised up, and of that 
we all are witnesses. 



Heavenly Father, grant to our 
children the gift above all, that as 
they grow in years they may 
grow also in the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; so that when the time 
comes they may go out into the life 
of the world, strong in the faith of 
the Lord their God. 

From Prayers for Today compil- 
ed by Frank Colquhoun (Triangle, 
1989, £2.75). 

This month your prayers are 
asked for: 

The children and young people of 
the Diocese including all who are 
taking exams. 

The new Readers. 

Those who will be ordained priests 
or deacons at Petertide (July 2). 
Surrexit and those exploring voca- 
tion (June 16-18). 

Bishop Richard’s Visitation. 


DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

SECRETARY/PA V F 

To The Communications Officer 
and 

Diocesan Newspaper Editor 

Diocesan Church House is the administrative headquarters 
for the Diocese of Oxford and is situated in North Hinksey 
on the outskirts of Oxford. 

A full time Secretary/PA is required with a high standard of 
English, an excellent telephone manner, audio typing and 
word processing skills together with the usual general of- 
fice experience. Secretarial support to be divided between 
the Communications Officer and the Diocesan Newspaper 
Editor, therefore previous experience of media skills would 
be advantageous. However, appropriate training could be 
available. Some flexibility of working hours may be required 
during times of particular pressure. 

This is an exciting and challenging opportunity situated in 
extremely pleasant surroundings. Preference may be given 
to candidates with demonstrable sympathies with the ob- 
jects of the Christian faith. 

33.75 hours per week. Salary range £8, 1 65-£9,506. 

Please contact: The Administrator, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 ONE for an application form and 
job description. 

All applications to be returned to Diocesan Church House by 
Monday 19 June 1989. 




Specialists in the manufacture and repair of stained glass 
windows and leaded lights. 


Sandblasting and other glass decoration techniques. 


Telephone: PENN (0494) 813220 



DEAN VALLEY NURSERY 

off HAW LANE 
SAUNDERTON 
(near High Wycombe) 

Tel: (024 027) 338 

THE 

NURSERY 
CENTRE 


which has probably the largest selection of Roses. Heathers. Perennials. Shrubs. Conifers, and a wide 
selection of Pot Plants. Bedding Plants. Vegetable Plants. Hanging Baskets. Tubs and other containers. 

The cash and carry nursery with most reasonable prices. 
BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS 
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The Church Urban 
Fund — and politics 



Beating old age 


NOT everyone lasted the course when members of the con- 
gregation, choristers, students and clergy went on a hectic 
Ascension Day tour of central Oxford beating the bounds 
of the City Church of St Michael-at-the-Northgate. 
However, age proved to be a positive advantage. Mrs Olive 
Barnard in her ninetieth year proved tireless while your 
Editor gave up halfway round. 


HAVING read that a percentage 
of all contributions to the 
Church Urban Fund are passed 
on to Church Action on Pover- 
ty (CAP), I wrote to CAP to ask 
about their work. 

The contents of some publications 
that were sent me suggests a distinct- 
ly political organisation — one 
which some people may not wish to 
support financially as a result of giv- 
ing to the Church Urban Fund. 

For example, CAP sponsored the 
People’s Petition against the Poll 
Tax; its three initial objectives in- 
cluded campaigning for “specific 
policy measures’’, and its current 
view is that “we must go on cam- 
paigning for change’’. One (un- 
dated) leaflet gives a figure of ‘ ‘over 
3 x /i million unemployed’’ (was it 
ever that high?) and states that the 
figure is increasing. (At present it is 
2 million and decreasing.) Another 
talks of the “structural causes’’ of 
“riots or looting which have occur- 
red in deprived areas’’. 

I asked CAP whether this is com- 
patible with charitable status. 1 was 
told that the organisation is to be split 
into two, a private company, CAP 
Ltd, which will not be charitable, 
and CAP, a registered charity; CAP 
Ltd is to be the recipient of Church 
Urban Fund money. 

In view of this, I cannot myself 
support the Church Urban Fund any 
more. It is unfortunate that a propor- 
tion of all donations to it are going 
to a political, not a charitable, 
organisation; unfortunate also that 
the publicity about the Fund has not 
made clearer the facts of the case. 

A. M. Hughes 
Headington 

1. The decision to support 
Church Action on Poverty 
with five per cent of the monies 
raised in the Church Urban 
Fund Appeal in the Diocese 
was taken by the Oxford 
Diocesan Synod which was in 
full possession of all the facts. 
A leaflet was given to every 
member. 

2. The brochure which put the 
case for the Appeal, 12,000 
copies of which have found 
their way into this Diocese, 
clearly states the case for the 
Church to be engaged in in- 
formed political debate about 
the causes of poverty. 

3. The Church Urban Fund is 
engaged explicity in charitable 
activity while CAP is engaged 
explicity in political activity 
which aims to eradicate the 
causes of poverty in the long 
term. Both activities are an 
essential part of Christian 
commitment. 

Paul Nicolson , Diocesan Appeal 

Director , Church Urban Fund . 

Virgin birth 

THE Bishop of Reading’s remarks 
in the May issue suggest that the 
Virginal Conception is “rather in- 
credible’’ and of minor importance. 
May I give my reasons for disagree- 
ing? I write as a professional 
biologist. 

First: the doctrine is clearly and 
independently formulated by Mat- 
thew and Luke. The objection that 
other N.T. writers know nothing of 
it is quite ill-conceived. For it would 
have been unseemly for it to have 
been proclaimed in Mary’s lifetime, 
and this rules out Peter, and Mark, 
his “interpreter”. Moreover, in 
Paul’s careful reasoned apologetic 
the testimony of (inevitably) a single 
witness (and she a young woman) 
would have been entirely out-of- 
place. Nevertheless Paul drops a 
profound hint in Gal. 4.4 where the 
verb is not “born” but “came to 
be”. Why this difference from vv. 
23,25,29 where the verb is (proper- 
ly) “born”, and why does Paul add 
kata sarka, “in the ordinary way” 
(NIV), “in the course of nature” 
(NEB), to “born” in vv. 23,29? In 
his Readings in St John ’ s Gospel 
William Temple writes on John 1.13 
“Nothing can explain the quite 
peculiar phrasing of this passage ex- 
cept the supposition that it refers to 
the Virgin Birth of our Lord”; on 
John 8.41, “..their reply is pointless 
unless it refers to rumours about our 
Lord’s own birth ...of the actual 
fact”. 

Second: to Mary herself virginal 
conception was a necessity; how 
could she otherwise have become a 
worshipper? to our Lord, an essen- 
tial element in His growth into the 
knowledge of His Messiahship (cf. 
Luke 2.49,52), for Mary would have 
shared the secret with her Child; to 


the Father, His affirmation that His 
own arm alone wrought salvation, 
that no human initiative whatever 
was involved — Mary simply be- 
lieved, and so did Joseph. 

The liberal disapagement of the 



historical reliability of the NT 
documents seriously compromises 
our understanding of God. In effect, 
it accuses Him of folly. For if the 
sending of Jesus Christ was His 
supreme act of self-revelation and 
the only record He has provided for 
non-spectators (the vast majority of 
our race) is what the liberals make 
it out to be, then He must be 
careless, indifferent, or plain in- 
competent. Or perhaps He is in- 
terested only in scholars able to 
operate the hermeneutical circle? He 
is certainly not the God who though 
He is Lord of heaven and earth cares 
for the odd little sparrow and 
Who stoops to make known His 
ways to the littlest (Matt. 1 1.25,26). 

Prof. Douglas C. Spanner 
Grove , Wantage 

Celebrating 

Cranmer 

A FEW days ago I receivd the 
Quarterly Bulletin of the Oxford 
Diocesan Branch of the Prayer Book 
Society from Mr John Crofts, the 
Branch Secretary. In a note referr- 
ing to the Quincentenary of the birth 
of Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, 2 
July, 1489, he writes: “Could every 
member bring the date, 2 July, 1989, 
to the notice of their Vicar and PCC 
and ask how they propose to 
celebrate the event”? 

Sydney G. Laws , MBE, 
Faringdon 

Injustices 

IT is good to see an Anglican jour- 
nal taking up the present social in- 
justices of our society. 

The naivety of the myth that 
wealth has a natural inclination to 
“trickle down” and sustain im- 
poverished roots is one carefully 
nurtured as a political expedient to- 
day. Human nature, except where 
touched by the race of God, has 
never been like that, a fact of which 
our rulers are fully aware, although 
the Prime Minister continues to pose 


with open hymn book before a large- 
ly unimpressed electorate. 

The “homeless on our doorstep” 
are particularly noticeable in and 
around Oxford, where they can be 
seen sleeping inside the porches of 
our churches. One would like to 
think that Article 25 of the Declara- 
tion of Human Rights might still be 
honoured among the dis-United 
Nations. 

One can but hope that the once- 
lambent spirit of Dick Sheppard 
of St Martin-in-the-Fields may be 
persuaded to alight on High 
Wycombe! 

Philip Jaggard 
Oxford 

Animal 

welfare 

RECENTLY we have heard a good 
deal about the excesses of the animal 
rights campaigners, and indeed one 
young man has been sent to prison 
amid much indignant condemnation 
from the law-abiding and the 
authorities. But what we do not hear 
about, because the vested interests 
prefer that we shouldn’t, and many 
normally kindhearted people shrink 
from recognising, is the kind of hor- 
ror which drives these men and 
women into such foolish and 
desperate acts. 

Oxford, England’s premier 
diocese, ought not to base its pre- 
eminence simply on its wealth and 
academic excellence but by leading 
in the practice and encouragement 
of real Christian charity to man and 
beast, putting into action our Lord’s 
exhortation to be merciful. It could 
and should lead the movement now 
stirring, which will assuredly be in- 
creased by the General Synod’s for- 
thcoming debate on a motion on 
animal welfare. 

I don’t believe that such evil prac- 
tices take place in Oxford; but 
elsewhere, and most certainly in 
America they do: But who better to 
dissuade and convert academics and 
their researchers than other 
academics? 

Margaret Drage 
Henley-on- Thames 

Off target? 

THE high quality of ODM matter 
sometimes kept Christian sceptics in 
touch with the rest of us. I hope that 
The DOOR will do likewise for that 
“diaspora”. That was the gist of my 
letter for your May issue. Unfor- 
tunately it was obscured by the 
misprinting of “people ... to keep 
... away” in place of “people ... 
who keep ... away”. 

Michael Graham-Jones 
Standlake 


ALLNUTT 

FOR 

★ Cookware 

★ Cake Decorating Supplies 

★ Cake Stands and Knives 

★ Christening Cake and 
Wedding Cake Top 

★ Wedding Presents 

47 Donkin Hill, 
Caversham and 32 High 
Street, Wallingford 
Head Office: 

Tel: Reading 472019 


TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

^ MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 
GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY. 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all. rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.l). 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 
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is the Church Newspaper of the 
Diocese of Oxford. It is produced 
by the Diocese in Association with 
Oxford Newspapers — part of 
Goodhead Publishing and is 
distributed by Church Membership 
to 210,000 readers in the three 
archdeaconries of Oxon, Bucks and 
Berks. 

To advertise in this newspaper 
please contact: 

Ruth Williams on 
Oxford (0865) 880505 


ANTIQUES 

PURCHASED 

Cross Antiques wish to purchase 
Antiques of all types. We pay top 
prices and can normally equal or better 
Auction estimates without the risk or 
deduction of commission (most auc- 
tions take up to 25% of the price paid 
in commissions and VAT). 

We are interested in single items or 
will undertake completed house 
clearances. 

Cross Antiques 

37 HIGH STREET 
WATLINGTON, OXON 
TEL: (049161) 2324 
(ANY TIME) 


WEATHERBEATER. 

FOR THOSE lOl JOBS 

AROUND THE HOME YOU CANNOT 
GET DONE AT SENSIBLE PRICES 

CONTACT 0367 52556 

WEATHERBEATER 
Home Care Help Service 

20 SAINT LAWRENCE ROAD, LECHLADE PARK 
LECHLADE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL7 3BZ 
TELEPHONE (0367) 52556 


E. N. MORGAN Ltd. 



THE CORNER HOUSE 
COACH LANE, REDRUTH 
CORNWALL TR15 2TR 


TELEPHONE: 

(0209) 215965 



Traditional and Rustic 
style light fittings 
manufactured in oak 
and other prime 
hardwoods by Cornish 
Craftsmen to a 
superior finish. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


WALL BRACKETS— PENDANTS 
CANDELABRA and LANTERNS 



ANCIENT OAK 
BUILDINGS 

Timber Framed Houses, Stables, 
Barns, Granaries and other 
Outbuildings supplied 

Many different sizes in stock 
All buildings carefully dismantled 
Drawings and photographs supplied 
Spare timbers bricks and tiles 
Full Construction service available 

Please telephone: 

OAK CONSTRUCTION 
on 0273 494192 or 0836 757647 

For any information required 




RETIRE IN A STYLE TO 
WHICH YOU'LL BECOME 
ACCUSTOMED 


GUARDIAN COURT, MIDDLETON ROAD, BANBURY^ 

Luxury Private Retirement Apartments with One and Two Bedrooms. 
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PRICES FROM £59,500 


• Resident Warden 

• 24 hour emergency alarm system 

• Residents’ lounge & guest suite 

• Gold Medallion central heating system 

• Landscaped grounds with summer house 

• Double glazing 

• Lift 


SHOW FLATS 
NOW OPEN! 
Friday to Monday 
11am to 4pm 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JANET BLAY, GUARDIAN HOUSING ASSOCIATION, 

ANCHOR HOUSE, 269A BANBURY ROAD, OXFORD OX2 7HU 
TELEPHONE: (0865) 311711 
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OAKEN HOLT HOUSE 


AUSTIN'S ENGINEERING LTD 


SUPPLIERS OF IRON & STEELWORK 
STEEL FORMING & FABRICATION 


* RSJ's # SECURITY BARS * GATES * ACCESS LADDERS 
* HAND RAILS * FIRE ESCAPES * RAILINGS 
JOIST HANGERS 

MOBILE SITE WELDING 
SERVICES AVAILABLE 

Vie are pleased to be associated with Oakenholt Nursing 
Home 

UNIT 13, BANKSIDE, STATION FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE. 
KIDLINGTON, OXFORD 0X5 1SD 


KIDLINGTON (08675) 2033 or 5955 


CHURCH 
ORGANS 

by 

VISCOUNT 

A unique selection of eighteen 
classically voiced organs, priced from 
£425 to £6,000 for church or home 
practice 

Write for brochures to 

VISCOUNT ORGANS LTD 
Hartspring Ind Park 
Hartspring Lane, Watford 
"THE RECITATIVE" Telephone: 0923 247437 

£4,995 Answerphone 01 370 3431 



Advertisers Announcement 

OAKEN HOLT 
HOUSE 


Oaken Holt House forms the 
centre of the community and is 
an imposing country mansion 
built towards the end of the last 
century by Sir William Hunter 
on his return from India where 
he had served for many years as 
Viceroy. 

Now available are luxury ser- 
viced apartments for those who 
want to retain their independence 
free from the mundane chores of 
daily life such as cooking and 
cleaning. It provides the missing 
link between conventional 
sheltered accommodation and 
conventional nursing homes. 

The extensive refurbishment 
works recently completed have 
fully restored it to its former 
grandeur and offer a range of 
apartments specifically designed 
for the comfort of the retired. 

All have en-suite bathrooms, 
telephone and TV points, a call 
system in the event of help be- 
ing required and a lift to provide 
access. Some have separate kit- 
chens, living rooms, or drinks 


cupboards with built-in fridge 
and sink. 

Our financial terms offer an 
alternative to other forms of 
traditional retirement accom- 
modation chosen. A capital 
down payment is paid ranging 
from £25,000 depending on the 
size of the apartment which is 
held by a Solicitor to guarantee 
full repayment whenever the 
resident chooses. 

This enables the weekly terms 
to be kept to a very reasonable 
level which start from £195 per 
week. This includes for a con- 
tinental breakfast a 3 course lun- 
cheon and dinner selected from 
the menu, cleaning of the apart- 
ment and reception rooms, full 
central heating, rates, all 
laundering of sheets, towels and 
personal items — all the costs of 
day to day living. A 50% reduc- 
tion is made for a second person 
sharing. In addition, 24-hour 
residential emergency care is 
available, and also nursing ere 
is on hand whenever required. 




ENJOY RETIRING TO YOUR 
OWN GRACIOUS MANSION AT 

EYNSHAM ROAD, FARMOOR, OXFORD. 


V: 


OAI(RN c HOUr 

R etirement can be a time for problems and worries about the future. It can also be a time 
for deciding which of the pleasures of life one is going to have to forego to overcome 
these concerns. 

Should it be sheltered accommodation which allows for independence, but does not come to 
terms with the day-to-day problems which can arise, of cooking, cleaning or any regular care? 

Or should it be a conventional nursing or ‘Old Folks Home’ — no problems of day-to-day 
living, but usually seen as the last resort? 

Now it can be OAKENHOLT where the quality of life will improve with retirement. 



O aken Holt House, formerly the country seat of Lord Abingdon, is set in its own 
beautifully maintained grounds of 23 acres, close to the historic City of Oxford and 
commands glorious views across the Thames Valley. 

The splendid accommodation now offers a choice of individual apartments of varying size. 
The comfort and setting rivals that of any top class hotel — with its library, garden room, 
lift, lounge and restaurant and bar where friends and relatives are also welcome to enjoy a 
meal or drink. 

All the day-to-day problems can be forgotten at Oakenholt. There is always someone on- 
hand to help — even nursing care can be provided if ever required. 


Terms start from £195 per 
wk, plus a fully refundable 
capital down payment from 
£25,000 depending on the size 
of your chosen appartment. 
This includes all meals, 
cleaning, rates, heating, 
maintenance, gardening etc. 
i.c. all the normal costs of 
living plus 24 hour resident 
emergency care. (Nursing 
care optional). 



RESTAURANT LEADING TO GARDEN ROOM 


BAR 

LOUNGE 


MAIN LOUNGE 


WHY NOT CALL IN AND SEE OUR 
SHOW APARTMENT? 

Open 7 days a week 10am- 12 noon; 2pm-4pm; 
or by appointment. 


^ TELEPHONE: OXFORD (0865) 863710 ^ 

or Liz Allen our resident secretary on Oxford 864370 



are pleased to be associated 
with builders EDE Ltd 
and Oakenholt Centre 


Slating and tiling 
contractors , strip and 
re-tile specialists 
Roofing materials 
supplied 

All work guaranteed 

BICESTER 

243215 

FAX 0869 320420 
4 Vi edge wood Road 
Bicester, Oxon 


$Tf)€ DOOR 


is the Church 
Newspaper of 
the Diocese of 
Oxford. It is 
produced by the 
Diocese in 
Association with 
Oxford 

Newspapers — 
part of 
Goodhead 
Publishing and is 
distributed by. 
Church 

Membership to 
210,000 
readers in the 
three 

archdeaconries 
of Oxon, Bucks 
and Berks. 

To advertise in 
this newspaper 
please contact: 
Ruth Williams 
Oxford 

(0865) 880505 


OAK LEAF JOINERY 



• SHOP FRONTS • WINDOWS AND 
DOORS • STAIRCASES • KITCHEN 
UNITS • CONSERVATORIES • BAR 
FITTING • ONE OFFS A SPECIALITY 
• COMPETITIVE RATES 
Purpose made Joinery by craftsmen 
Trevor Pettifer is pleased to be 
associated with builders EDE and the 
marvellous work done on Oaken Holt 


Nursing Home 

Witney (0993) 774074 

UNIT 6, MINSTER IND PARK, DOWNS ROAD, WITNEY 


COOPER and MILLS 

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS 


Nrtonal hapwchort Carol to 
EtectncaJ tot— tin 1 1 Contract no 


+" 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


16 LYNE ROAD 
KIDLINGTON 
OXFORD 0X5 1SR 
KIDLINGTON 71946 


We are pleased to be associated with Oaken Holt Nursing Home 



OXFORD WOODWORKERS 


ARE PLEASED TO BE AS SO CIA TED WITH 
OAKENHOLT NURSING HOME 

RUSSELL DOMINIAN 


UNIT 21. CHILTERN BUSINESS CENTRE 
GARSINGTON ROAD, OXFORD OX4 5NG 
Telephone (0865) 747425 


LANDSDOWN CONTRACTORS 

22 Landsdown Road, Faringdon, Oxon 

Ground work, civil engineering and plant 
hire specialists 

are pleased to be associated with 
Oakenholt Nursing Home 

For all enquires 

Tel: (0367) 20621 


j3f)Od5tochFeft Roofing Ltd 

44 Green Lane, Woodstock 
FELT ROOFING AND DECKING SPECIALISTS 

★ Roofs stripped and re-covered 

★ Old and new buildings ★ Large or small dealt with quickly and 
efficiently our our expert felt fixers. 

Competitive prices 

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE ON HIGH PERFORMANCE FELTS 

For a free quotation telephone Woodstock Woodstock 
> (0993) 811587 or 812740 

We are pleased to be associated with Oaken Holt Nursing 
Home 



B. A. KNOTT 

DECORATORS 

Specialists in Artexing, 
Exterior and Interior 
Decorating 

Are very pleased to be 
associated with 
Builders Ede and 
Oaken Holt Nursing 

Home. 

For details contact: 

Mr B. Knott on 
OXFORD 716881 

or write to: 

45 Cranmer Road 
Cowley, Oxford 
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Readers go forth 


Two new 
changes 
at the 
helm 

THE REVD Martin Gilham 
(pictured right of centre) became 
Diocesan Adviser for Authoris- 
ed Lay Ministeries in January, 
a post which includes being the 
Warden of Readers. 

He has been Vicar of Kint- 
bury, near Hungerford, since 
1983 and before that Team 
Vicar of Wallingford ... As a 
curate he was at Christ Church, 
Reading. 

From 1966 until 1972 he was 
a Church Army Captain work- 
ing in missions and parishes in 
London and Banbury. He says: 

4 ‘I feel strongly about the 
signficance of the lay ministry, 
having been a Church Army 
Captain myself. My wife Pat is 
also a former Church Army 
Sister, and an accredited Lay 
Worker.” 

MR ERIC Nicholson is the new 
Secretary of the Oxford 
Diocesan Readers Association. 
He was licensed as a Reader in 
Keble College Chapel in 1978 
and has been a member of the 
Readers Board (not Readers 
Committee) for four years. 

For many years, Mr 
Nicholson was a medical il- 
lustrator and worked at the John 
Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford. 
Last year he was made an 
Honorary Life Member of the 
Institute of Medical and 
Biological Illustrators. 

He is well-known particular- 
ly in the Archdeaconries of 
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire 
where he has been now the 
Deputation Appeals Organiser 
for the Church of England 
Children’s Society, for five 
years. When not preaching for 
the Children’s Society he assists 
in the Parish of Great Chesham, 
where he lives with his wife Bar- 
bara and daughters Heather and 
Annette. 


A TOTAL of 32 new Readers 
were admitted and licensed at 
Christ Church Cathedral on 
May 13 (see picture, above). 

But who are they , these 
readers? ? 

That is not a silly question, 
because there is much confu- 
sion about Reader ministry. 
Take a look at Luke, chapter 


4, verse 14 onwards, and see 
how Jesus goes into the 
synagogue, reads the lesson, 
and expounds it. In the early 
Church, the ministry of 
Reader seems to have its origin 
in this practice of reading and 
expounding the word. 

Towards the end of the se- 
cond century, Readers assum- 


ed a quite significant ministry, 
but with the growth of what 
some would call the 
“clericalisation” of the 
Church, Readership declined 
in importance and then ceas- 
ed. For a while. Reader 
ministry was revived in 
Elizabethan England, but it 
was not until 1866 that 
Readers became established in 
the life of the Church’s 
ministry. 

A recent report from the 
Advisory Council for the 
Church’s Ministry affirmed 
the distinctive role of Reader 
as “a preaching and teaching 
ministry within a leadership 
and/or pastoral setting”. So it 
is that Readers are a lay 
ministry, and true ministers of 
the word. 

What is that word? It is, 
essentially, Christ — who is 
the Word of God, who is set 
forth in the holy Scriptures, 
and who may be discovered in 
the world today in loving ser- 
vice, Sacraments, and all 
meeting with people. 

You will find Readers in the 
parishes of this Diocese, and in 
some specialist roles, seeking 
to proclaim Christ. There are 
now 324 Readers in this 
Diocese (and 40 plus in train- 
ing), and that is approximate- 
ly two-thirds of the parochial 
clergy. 

Readers are involved in the 
changing and challenging life 
of the Church today, and I ask 
you to pray for them all, that 
they may be strengthened in 
their service of our Lord in His 
Church and in His world. 

Martin Gilham 


Reach out to society 

‘‘YOURS is a spiritual ministry; you have a responsibility to reach 
out to non-churchgoers and employee-Christians to make sense 
of the Gospel preached in church. You are in the front line,’’ the 
Revd Bryant Crane, Director of Studies of the Central Readers’ 
Conference, told Readers at the annual general meeting of the 
Oxford Diocesan Readers’ Association in Oxford on May 13. 

Believing that such phrases as “I am the Good Shepherd” were 
strange to many people in today’s society, he said the language 
of spiritual truth in the Bible as we know was no longer the 
language of everyday life. 

The world of work was the origin of so many metaphors that 
people use, and Readers should be the interpreters of the rela- 
tionship between spirituality and present-day experience. 

Mr Keith Wickens the retiring Secretary, accompanied by his 
wife Betty; was presented with a carriage clock as a mark of 
gratitude for more than 25 years as Honorary Secretary of the 
Association. 

Mr George Walker, a senior Reader in the Diocese, paid tribute 
to the quiet, efficient manner in which Keith had carried out his 
duties. 

Despite periods of ill health nothing had prevented him doing 
the job to the best of his ability. 

Those admitted and licensed on May 13 


Stuart ACER, Warfield; Joan ARTHUR, Downley. High 
Wycombe; Ann BATTERSHELL, Wheatley; Gareth BEN- 
YON Little Missenden; Nigel BIGGAR, St Andrew’s/Latimer 
House; Elizabeth BISHOP, St Clement s. Oxford; Philip 
BLACKBURN, St John's, Caversham; Joy BRADLEY, St 
Michael s, Tilehurst; Timothy BUDD, Abingdon; John 
BUSTIN, Hambledon; Paula CLIFFORD, St Andrew's, Ox- 
ford; Ann COBBOLD, Childrey; Timothy DAKIN, St Mat- 
thew’s. Oxford; Michael DEXTER-ELISHA, Shinfield; 
Margaret DIMMICK, Caversham Park; Dorothy DINGLE, 


Thatcham; Rosalind DONOVAN, Gerrards Cross; Michael 
GREEN, Marlow; Marv KNIGHT, Chavey Down; Elizabeth 
MASON, Worminghall; Paul MINTON, 
Ruscombe/Twyford; Geoffrey MORGAN, Witney; 
Christopher NICHOLL, Kintbury; Peter NICHOLLS, 
Wooschill-Bearwood: Michael OKE, Stratfield Mortimer; 
Alison SAUNDERS, Wycliffe Hall; Teresa SHARP, Cum- 
nor; Gertrude SHEPHERD, Kingham; Carol SMITH, Did- 
cot; Brian SPEAKMAN, Little Chalfont; Francis WATSON, 
Beaconsfield; Yvonne WELLS, Chieveley. 


LAWRENCE SECURITY SYSTEMS 


INTRUDER ALARMS 

TO BS4737 

♦ SECURITY LIGHTING 
Free and condidential advice. 
Security advice for your home and 
business. 

Wired and wire-free systems. Emergency/Medical alarms for the 
elderly. Insurance discounts available. 



STEEPLE ASTON (0869) 47663 

Head Office: DARVILLE LODGE. LOWER HEYFORD. OXON. 


Automatic Door & Gate 
_ Systems 






Almost any size and type of 
gate can be opened and closed 
at the touch of a button. 


Traditional or modern style of 
wooden or wrought iron gates 
supplied. We also supply garage 
door openers from £430. For a 
free estimate on any type of 
home or business security 
system phone : 



CONTACT SECURITY OXFORD 245221 


BEAT THE 
BURGLAR 

WITH 

Windows 

and 

Doors 

All our windows, 
doors and patio doors 
are fitted with security 
locks as standard. 


Phone our regional office now for more details 
and a free quotation without obligation. 
TELEPHONE 0793 827494 


A FULL RANGE OF PORCHES AND CONSERVATORIES NOW 
AVAILABLE. 


Home Loans available — written details on request 

We're as safe as 
houses 



QUESTION OF CARING 


St Anne’s Residential Home 

Clifton, Deddington, Oxon 



‘ Qualified caring for those you care about ' 

Is now opening its new purpose built wing that sets a new 
high standard in luxury residential care. To view or receive 
a brochure. 

Tel: Deddington (0869) 38295 or 38902, 24 hours 



NEWLY CONVERTED TO TIIH VERY LATEST 
HEALTH AITIIORITY STANDARDS 

^fETONQ^NOR 


XT RSI.VG HOME 


manor i.ani:. ki.\i:to.\.\v.\r\\t< ksuiki:< 

* LOXGAXI) SHORT 
TERM STAY 

*c().\vali;s( i:m 

GERIATRIC' CARE 

♦ R LSI TIT; CARE 

CMlYTACI MATRON: 

M KS < i i:< >k< . I \ i: 1 >! XSTlik < >\ 

SKIXI-TOX <>41730 


SECURE RETIREMENT 
ASSOCIATION (Headington) LTD 

TWO STUDIO 
FLATS 

For sale £57,500 and £59,950 

EMDEN HOUSE provides retirement 
accommodation of excellent quality for mainly 
professional and academic people. 

Further details available from The Administrator, 
Emden House, Barton Lane, Headington, Oxford 
OX3 9JU. Tel: Oxford 60217. 



YOUR LOCAL 
WHEELCHAIR 
SALES, 
SERVICE 
AND REPAIR 
EXPERTS 

RAYMARCli 

MOBILITY \3tStr 

fO »«* H.w*y ow-TKfWW. Oion. !U 

049 1 -578446 


DO YOU NEED MORE 

INCOME? 

If you are over 70 and a home owner you can generate an 
income from your house. 

Why not phone HW 465678 now for further details. 

It could be to your advantage. 


11B Crendon Street 
High Wycombe, Bucks. 



Robert Nix Associates 


NURSES PLEASE HELP 

Can you spare even a few hours per 
week to help someone in need locally? 

Hours to suit. 

Good rates of pay. 

Telephone and car useful. 

British Nursing Association 

Telephone: OXFORD (0865) 245201 



READING (0734) 586492 
HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 35025 
SWINDON (0793) 542204 


LICENSED BY LOCAL AUTHORITY AND D of E 
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BOOKS 

HOW lucky we are to have access 
to books, but how difficult to have 
the time to read all that we would 
like. From time to time, however, 

I enjoy picking off my shelves 
those books which have said, and 
continue to say, a lot to me. 

Canon Evan Pilkington’s two 
books Learning to Pray and Lear- 
ning to Live (both Darton, 
Longman and Todd, £2.50) for me 
are gems. So short, so clear, each 
reaching to the place which 
touches one’s needs. Each one can 
be picked up and read, a chapter 
at a time, leaving plenty to ponder 
over. Canon Pilkington, who was 

Anne Barnett 
recommends 

a Canon Emeritus of St Paul’s, 
suggest ways of praying which lead 
into a sharing with God. Learning 
to Live , which he finished shortly 
before he died, is practical and 
down-to-earth and ends with a 
positive approach to death. 

The Cry of the Deer 
(Triangle/SPCK, £2.50), by David 
Adams, is based on the Hymn of 


ISIAU 

St Patrick and his meditations of 
this theme take the reader over the 
hills and moors of the north. There 
is a beauty in all of this which leads 
one to pause and become aware of 
the presence of God “who had His 
dwelling in heaven and earth, sea 
and all that are therein”. It is a 
book to keep at hand and dip into 
frequently. 

In The Stature of Waiting (Dar- 
ton, Longman and Todd, £4.50), 
by W. H. Vanstone, with par- 
ticular reference to St John’s 
Gospel, shows how Jesus, through 
the Passions while waiting on God, 
discloses a deeper dimension of the 
glory of God. In our present age 
waiting is generally resented and 
leads to frustration. We need to 
discover the “stature” of waiting 
and the love that lies behind it, and 
to perceive in the passivity the 
truth of God’s gift to man, the in- 
terdependence of God and man. It 
is a book which with careful 
reading can open up new insights 
into God’s purpose for man. 

• Anne Barnett is a retired Deacon 
who lives in Charlbury. 


Schools reform: A hidden cost 


THE 1988 Education Reform Act (ERA) 
is bringing many changes to our schools: 
changes to how they are run and what goes 
on in them. Whether you welcome the 
change or view it with concern, you would 
probably agree that good schooling mat- 
ters — for all children. In fact, some ex- 
perts say it matters most of all for children 
who live in difficult social and family con- 
ditions — because effective, caring educa- 
tion can provide the key to unlock doors 
in the adult world. 

For this reason there has developed, 
here and in other countries, a tradition of 
providing extra resources for inner-city 
schooling through a variety of special 
schemes to bring in more teachers and 
specialist support, and to compensate for 
limited facilities. Few would say that the 
help is enough, especially when there are 
additional tasks such as helping pupils with 
English as well as their own mother 
tongue; or struggling with children ac- 
customed to the insecurity of “bed and 
breakfast” life. 

You may also have read about the grow- 
ing difficulty of recruiting teachers to work 
in London, as house prices have rocketed 
well beyond the reach of classroom 
teachers. So in some inner city areas the 
educational task seems to be getting even 
harder. What you may not be aware of is 
the risk that some aspects of the Educa- 
tion Reform Act — which has the aim of 
improving the quality of education — may 
in practice tip the balance against many of 


by Penelope Weston 


these inner city schools, making it harder 
to provide effective education for all. 

Where do the risks lie? 

First: The system for giving schools 
control over their own finances is based 
very largely, on a headcount of pupils — 
except that older pupils are “worth” more. 
Under this system there is less opportuni- 
ty to give more resources to schools with 
greater needs. 

Second: Although the total number of 
secondary school pupils, nationally, is still 
falling, schools may now expand to their 
physical limit (so that while “popular” 
schools will grow, “unpopular” schools 
are likely to go into a spiral of decline). 

Third: Schools can choose to opt out of 
LEA control. The effects of this decision 
are uncertain except that in several in- 
stances it is already making it difficult for 
LEAs to plan sensibly for the future of all 
the schools in their area. 

Taken together, these features of the Act 
could polarise schooling in our larger 
cities, with schools in the comfortable 
suburbs flourishing at the expense of those 
in less-favoured areas. Parents’ natural 
commitment to improve “their” school — 
which are likely to have more scope in 
future — may widen the resources gap. 
One LEA has already expressed its con- 
cern publicly about a situation it feels 
powerless to prevent. Most are looking for 


ways to soften the impact, although their 
scope is restricted. 

We all want the best for our own 
children — but is that enough? What are 
the questions we should be asking? 

At this moment, all schools and LEAs 
are consulting about the financial side of 
the Act — known as * local management 
of schools” (LMS). You can ask to see 
the documents and ask questions about the 
scheme — ask school governors or coun- 
cillors. If you live in an urban area, you 
can find out whether some schools are 
already under threat because of falling 
numbers, and what may happen to them 
and the children they serve. 

There have been suggestions that church 
schools might want to opt out. Why? Who 
would benefit? Who would lose? There are 
other aspects of current policy which could 
influence inner city education and which 
are worth exploring. 

So far, much of the “education debate” 
within the Church has been about RE, 
assembly and the effect of the Act on 
church schools. These are important ques- 
tions. But those of us in the diocesan 
“Faith in the City” group want to draw 
attention now to these “secular” issues 
that also challenge our understanding of 
the Gospel. Meanwhile, local policy is be- 
ing made — and you can help to shape it. 


Penelope Weston is a member of the 
Oxford Diocesan “Faith in the City” 
group. 


GABRIEL COURT 

19/23 

THE BROADWAY 
KETTERING 
NORTHANTS 
FAX: (0536) 82075 

PLEASE CALL US. 

WE WILL BE 
PROUD TO SHOW 
YOU OUR HOME. 

A Luxury Residence for the Elderly 

KETTERING (0536) 510019 

★ A large Victorian family home in 
residential surroundings 



★ Three fully equipped lounges 
overlooking South-facing gardens 

★ Large dining rooms. 

★ Special diets catered for 

★ Bedrooms luxuriously furnished 
with Colour T.V. and telephones 

★ 24 hour care by fully trained staff 

★ Friends and relatives always welcome 




NUKS1 NG HOME 



COXWELL HALL NURSING HOME 
Faringdon, Oxfordshire 

Coxwell Hall, situated on the outskirts of the attractive market 
town of Faringdon, is now registered with the Oxfordshire 
Health Authority as a Nursing Home. 

The Nursing Home has been furnished to provide a high stan- 
dard of accommodation for all its patients, the 32 beds be- 
ing in single and double rooms, mainly with en-suite facilities. 
All rooms are fully carpeted and furnished to the highest 
specification, with central heating, colour television, 
telephone and nurse call system. 

Care of the elderly at Coxwell Hall is designed to meet the 
individual needs of the patient and is offered in the form of 
short term or holiday stays and long term care. Coxwell Hall 
is also available to provide post-operative and convalescent 
care for all ages. 

Prospective patients or relatives are invited to visit the Nurs- 
ing Home where the Matron, Mrs Amanda Hanna, will be 
pleased to show you the excellent facilities and discuss in- 
dividual requirements. 

Matron may be contacted by telephone on Faringdon 
(0367) 22985 or by writing to Coxwell Hall Nursing Home, 
Fernham Road, Faringdon SN7 7LF. 


NURSING CARE AT HOME 

ARE YOU CARING FOR A SICK OR ELDERLY PERSON 
AT HOME? 

We can arrange for Nurses or Carers to help you for 
short or long periods day or night. 

<£Ml Sea§ons ( ^fursing ( ^lgency'im 

For information phone: 

Daphne Cowley — 

Wokingham (0734) 774519 
Julie Charlton — 

Newbury (0635) 71731 
Licensed by the Royal County of Berkshire 



Sitting properly doesn’J; 
have to be a pain 
in the back. 




About a quarter of the population suffer from backaches 
sometime in their lives. Cintique, after careful study and research, 
have done much to help in the relief of such problems. The Cintique 
Back Care Collection is the result and the Highgrove, shown here, 
is a fine example from it. 

A classic style designed to fit into any environment, the four 
models in the Highgrove collection all have Cintique's unique 
springing system and high supporting back to give you the extra com- 
fort and support your back needs. 

Come in and sit down - 
you’ll feel better already. 

HULL LOOSLEY <Sc PEARCE are pleased to announce that they have 
been appointed main agents for Cintique Chairs and Settees. 

HULL LOOSLEY & PEARCE LTD 

120-123 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 
Telephone High Wycombe 33222 DEPT TD 
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Cintique, 


BEECHCROFT 



Currently building . . . 


Upper Brook Hill • Woodstock 
Oxfordshire 

A GENTS 

ADKIN 

(0993)813456 (0865)246611 


FAIRDALE HOUSE 

Small private rest home for elderly 
Oxfordshire County Council registered. 

* 1 Vi miles from Oxford city centre * home from home * 
24 hour's professional care * fully centrally heated * lovely 
gardens * all amenities are available * hair dresser and 
chiropodist available * short or long stay. 

For further details telephone Mrs Harrison (SRN) 
on Oxford (0865) 864621 


THE NEWBURY DALECARE 

STOCKCROSS, NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE 
Telephone BOXFORD (0488) 38632 

The Nursing Home with the Country Hotel atmosphere 

Associated Nursing Services PLC, one of the major providers of 
health care for the elderly in the UK offer at the NEWBURY 
DALECARE nursing home in Stockcross. 

• High standard of individually orientated Nursing Care in the most modern 
and relaxed surroundings. 

• Medical cover provided by the local GP and services of a physiotherapist, 
chiropodist, and hairdressers are all readily available. 

• We provide a varied menu and all dietary needs can be catered tor. 

• Most rooms are single but we do have some rooms available for shar- 
ing. All rooms are decorated to hotel standards and are linked to a nurse 
call system, haye TV points and en-suite facilities. 

• We appreciate that our home becomes the patient's home so we 
provide ample space in the bedrooms for the individuals to introduce 
their personal possessions. 

• Day Care Facilities available, full details on request. 

• Visitors are always welcome and are not restricted to any times. 

• Should you require: A convalescent stay, post hospital discharge or just 
to provide a break for the people who look after you all year round, or 
a long term stay, contact Alan Boyd (Mananager). 


I would like to receive information about 
the Newbury Dalecare 

Name 

Address 


To The Manager 
The Newbury Dalecare 
Stockcross, Newbury, Berks 
Tel: Boxford (0488 38) 632 


New and Secondhand 
ELECTRIC 

Wheelchairs 
& Scooters 

★ FAST REPAIR SERVICE 
★ BATTERIES & TYRES FITTED 



Centres 






The Door, June 1989 


Page 11 


The DOOR opens on: St Andrew's , High Wycombe 



To the 


AT the top of a steep hill in east Wycombe, sur- 
rounded by modem housing estates, stands St An- 
drew’s Church. It is a sprawling modern 
brick-and-glass building with a modest spire and 
silvery-coloured roofs which sometimes glint like 
a beacon in the morning sun. Otherwise, there 
is nothing much to suggest that this is a church 
which has been built by prayer. 

St Andrew’s story began at the end of the last 
century when a small downtown church was built 
near the railway and used mainly for children’s 
services and mission work. When in the 1960s 
the estates began to creep across thp hillside it 
was decided to move the old church to the top 
of Hatter’s Lane to serve the new community. 

Though from the beginning there was a sense 
of expectancy, St Andrew’s went through hard 
times soon after the move. The curate-in-charge 
had a breakdown and the congregation dwindled 
to just 20 people. Through all the difficulties, 
however, a small group of people prayed faith- 
fully for renewal and after the arrival first of Tim 
Watson and then of John Hughes, church 
membership grew rapidly. The possibility of ex- 
tension was discussed but at that stage it was felt 
“People mattered more than buildings and first 
we needed to build up the congregation through 
the support groups’’. 

A quinquennial report in 1980 revealing some 
major structural faults in the building was the trig- 
ger which helped John Hughes and his congrega- 
tion to see “that the time was right to move on 
the expansion programme’’. Then one day dur- 
ing a time of prayer about it a church member 
had a mental picture of a magnificent glass church 
and people crowding up the hill to get in. She 
felt that God was saying: “The sacrifice doesn’t 
matter. The building is for the people’’. 

And a sacrifice it was. The original estimate 
of £300,000 rose to a staggering £750,000. And 
as Charles Vernon, the chairman of the project 
committee says: “The sum was so enormous we 
knew that there was no human way it could be 
raised, but we had a complete conviction that God 
had told us to do it.’’ 

There was no public fund-raising appeal. Those 
who could afford gave, and those who couldn’t 
gave too. One woman insisted on putting up her 
house as a guarantee though the church advised 
against it, and another who had nothing to give 
offered to clean out the lavatories. 

Above all they prayed not just on Sundays but 
every day. When a workman fell through the roof 
and was seriously injured they prayed and he 
recovered, and when £50,000 was needed some 
months to pay the builders, they prayed three 


top of the hill — in 


times a day — and the money came, sometimes 
at the eleventh hour, but come it always did. 

Now, the building is complete and the debts 
repaid and St Andrew’s has gained much more 
than a church building. “God didn’t just give us 
a building, he built the people up and their ex- 
perience of what He could do was enormously 
expanded’’. A congregation of 500 or more of 
all ages, colours and backgrounds fills the new 
church as He promised it would. 

The prayer life goes on too through small 
prayer cells, support groups and all manner of 
other groups, ranging from a men’s breakfast to 
a weekly women’s meeting and so does the sense 
of being part of God’s family discovered during 
the building years. Anyone requiring prayer after 
a service can stay behind to receive it. A group 
of handicapped people are lovingly welcomed. 
Young drug addicts are freed from their addic- 
tion and empty lives are filled with new hope. 

There is also a great sense that having receiv- 
ed so much they now have much to give. The 
enlarged church provides space for a play group 
and a luncheon club for the surrounding com- 
munity. Witness teams go out visiting, prayer 
teams go to other churches and in 1988 £17, OCX) 
was raised on one day for three missions. 

Inevitably, with renewal have come changes 
and sometimes these have been painful. Services 
are freer than in many churches, with a greater 
lay involvement and in some the Holy Spirit has 
moved with great power. There have been pro- 
phecies and speaking in tongues and inner heal- 
ings and some members of the congregation have 
been upset by these outwards signs and wonders. 
John Hughes, however, is a sensitive as well as 
a strong man who has gently shepherded his flock 
through it all with sound teaching and a firm 
assurance that God is in control. “The vision is 
not ours but His and I feel. He has said that if 
we don’t give Him free rein He cannot trust us 
with His broken people?’’ 

With such a flourishing church it would be easy 
to become smug or fanatical but he is neither. 
His four years working in a bank, his skills on 
the sportsfield (he played hockey for Durham) 
and his young family have helped to keep his feet 
firmly on the ground. If he is pressed, he will 
describe St Andrew’s as evangelical charismatic, 
but he doesn’t like labels “This is a church born 
in faith and a praying people but we’re just very 
ordinary,’’ he says. 

But sad to say, what they are doing at St An- 
drew’s is for most of us quite extraordinary. 

Christine Zwart 


Welcome to babies Amy, Cassie and Robert, baptis- 
ed at St Andrew’s family service by the Rev John 
Hughes (centre). 


faith 


Church: St Andrew’s, Hatter’s Lane, 
High Wycombe. Original church late 
Victorian mission church down the hill 
near the railway station. Moved to small 
church on present site in 1962. Greatly 
enlarged church incorporating the old one 
(now the lounge) consecrated 1986. 
Multi-roofed, multi-purpose seats up to 
600. Includes space for community 
facilities such as playgroup, luncheon 
club. Also pool for baptism by immer- 
sion if wanted, a chapel, meeting rooms, 
lower half, kitchen, etc. Part of High 
Wycombe team of eight churches. 

Electoral Roll: 381. 

Rector: The Rev John P. Hughes 
(1976). 

Reader: David Gosling. 

Pastoral worker: Miss Cathy Gray. 

Church Wardens: Ian Clark and 
Philip Graham. 

Verger: Mrs Yvonne Quelch. 

Choir: None, but a worship music 
group leads all services. 

Parish magazine: A monthly “in 
house” bulletin and journal and Salt, 
three times a year newspaper distributed 
to each household in the parish. Editors: 
Ian Clark and Mrs Trish Fisher. 

Bookstall: At every service run by Mrs 
Ruth Lovegrove. 

Youth Clubs: Link Club, SAS and 
TROGS with about 55 members and nine 
leaders. Want to employ a full-time youth 
leader. 

Mission Link: Contribute to BCMS 
missionary in Tanzania and provide 70 
per cent support (£8,000) each year for 
a Wycliffe Hall missionary couple 
Richard and Anne Hoyle in Pakistan. 
1988, raised £17,000 on one gift for three 
missions. 

Sunday Services: 8.30am: Holy Com- 
munion (1st Sunday ASB, 2nd BCP); 
10.30am: 1st Sunday Family Service. 
2nd and 4th Holy Communion (ASB), 
3rd Morning Worship, 6.30pm: 1st and 
3rd Holy Communion (ASB), 2nd Infor- 
mal Service, 4th Evening Prayer, 5th 
joint Ecumenical Service. Coffee 
available after all services. 

Sunday School: 95 5-10 year olds 
meet in hall under church and attend 
family services and Pathfinders for 11-13 
year olds meet in upper room and 
sometimes lead services, 21 teachers in 
all. 

Weekday services: Wednesday 
9.30am Holy Communion (ASB) and 
2. 15pm; lunch club with Communion on 
4th Wednesdays. 

Hymn Books: Anglican Hymn Book, 
Worship Book, Songs of Fellowship. Also 
overhead projector. 

Regular Activities: Newcomers 
groups, worship and drama groups, 12 
support groups, women’s groups, prayer 
cells, lunch club, playgroup, mothers and 
toddlers group, marriage preparation 
(with other churphes in team), baptism 
preparation run by lay couples, witness 
team visiting, monthly healing seminars. 


HOLIDAYS 89 


MILL VIEW 

h group holiday in Cornwall 



Situated on the Lizard Peninsula, 
Mill View is a specially designed 
holiday home for disabled people. 
There are plenty of interesting 
places to visit or sandy coves for 
just relaxing. 

The theme of Mill View is a home- 
ly atmosphere with flexibility. 
For a comprehensive brochure 
please telephone: 


Rosemarie Bennet 


Telephone: (0326) 290467 


Biarritz Hotel 

ST BRELADES BAY, JERSEY 
First Register © Non-licensed 

★ Open April 8-October 2 1 . 

★ Savings for all through combined accommodation/air travel from most 
UK airports. 

★ Enquiries welcomed from organisers of conferences and church/ 
fellowship groups, when special inclusive rates can be negotiated. 

★ Reduction for senior citizens. 

★ Entertainment on most days and evenings. 

For superb value in fellowship, food and fun write or telephone now for 
further information. 

TEL: 0534 42239 or 45506 



• Indoor heated swimming pool and jacuzzi-type spa pool, 
together with changing rooms and lockers for personal 
belongings. 


• Games room with table tennis and snooker. 

• Beach hut on the sea front for general use of guests. 

COLLINGWOOD ROAD, MARINE PARADE WEST 
CLACTON-ON-SEA - (0255) 424018 
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ST IVES FAMILY GUEST HOUSE 

BB/EM 

★ GOOD FOOD ★ TV LOUNGE * SEA VIEWS ★ CAR PARKING 

PRICES FROM £84 PER WEEK 
SPECIAL RATE 

For jurther details, telephone Mrs Bailey 

(0736) 796533 
STRATHEDEN. TRENWITH LANE 
ST IVES TR26 1DD 



“SANDYLANDS” 

Guest House 

6 York Road, Sandown, I0W P036 8ET 

A small friendly guest house where you can be sure of a happy holiday. Only 
one minute from the beach and shops. Colour TV in residents’ lounge. H&C 
and tea making facilities in every room. Children welcome at reduced rates 
when sharing parents’ room. We hold a SAGA award for good food and 
service. Full fire certificate. Open all year. No VAT. 

Write or telephone proprietors: 

Daph and Alf Thomas - 0983 403691 


flje Angel Hotel 

Market Place, Bourne, Lines. 

Tel: Bourne (0778) 422346 

Gateway to the Ke Steven Fens 

Beautiful rooms with full en-suite facilities, colour TV. tea and coffee making, direct dial 
telephones. 

★ Four poster beds and honeymoon suites ★ 

WEEKEND BARGAIN BREAKS 

All year round except Easter — Tulip Festival and Burleigh Horse Trial Weekends. 

★ Within easy reach of six golf courses, river and lake fishing, flower gardens and bird 
sanctuary and oldest open air Shakespeare Theatre Company at Tollethorpe House, castles 
and stately homes, adventure training camp. 

For details and reservations 0778 422346 


ST IVES, CORNWALL 

WESTERN HOTEL 

We are a town centre hotel on flat level ground, 
5 minutes from four sandy beaches. Fully 
licenced. 23 bedrooms. Baby listening service. 
Larger reductions for child if sharing room. 

SPRING-SUMMER SPECIAL OFFER 

For details send for free colour brochure and tariff or 
Tel: Clive on 0736 795277 

ALSO COACH PARTIES WELCOME 


The Victoria Hotel 

1 Middlesex Road, Bexhill-on-Sea 

[ fftHWM^l ] CX rifc 

Small family run hotel offering good, modern accommodation and 
traditional cuisine. Open all year round. 

Restaurant open to non-residents for lunch and dinner. 

For bookings or further information contact: Eileen and Bill Dacke 

BEXHILL (0424) 210382 

Member of Bexhill Tourism Association 


LEAVING ON A JET PLANE' 

Gatwick Grove Guest House 

Telephone: (0293) 515795 

Available to Gatwick travellers. Bed and breakfast, free 
car parking and transportation to airport. Private facilities 
at reasonable rates. 

Poles Lane, Lowfield Heath, 

Crawley, West Sussex RH11 OPY 

Airport parking available for non-residents 
at very competitive prices. 


MARLBOROUGH HOTEL 

Ilfracombe, North Devon (0271) 63580 

SPEND A WONDERFUL 
SUMMER HOLIDAY IN DEVON 

COACH package prices starting from £85 

Package holidays available on request. Near pick-up points. 
Children and pets welcome. Child reductions. Fully licensed. 
Friendly hotel, minutes from sea. 

For further details write or telephone: Mary O'Hara 


S parrow TAKE A 

olidays BREAK 

Brittany, W. France, Coastal Sites, 
Luxury Mobile Homes. Inclusive Holidays 

1 week MAY/JUNE/SEPT, ?? £175 
2 Adults + 2 children. Car ferries incl. 

Possibilities main season. 

FIVEACRES, MURCOTT, OXFORD 0X5 2RE 
Telephone 086 733 350/280 24 hrs 
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WHAT'S ON 



Not really a holiday ... see Page 1 


JUNE 

Fri 2-Sun 11. DORCHESTER 
FESTIVAL ’89. Daily events in- 
clude: 8pm, June 2 “Christ Church 
through the Centuries” with 
Cathedral choir. June 7, 2pm and 
6pm The Sorcerer’s Apprentice — 
a fun-filled children’s corner, 
suitable from 7 upwards. 

Mon 5. OXFORD. New Road Bap- 
tist Church. 7pm AGM, 7.30pm 
Forum, Oxford Council of Chur- 
ches. “RE and the new Education 
Reform Act’’. Chairman Rosemary 
Peacocke. Speakers include John 
Gay of Culham College Inst and 
Isobel Vale RE Advisor, Oxford- 
shire County Council. All welcome. 
Thurs 8. OXFORD. St Giles’ 
Church Hall, Woodstock Road, 
Volunteer’s Fair. A chance to learn 
about ways volunteers can help the 
homeless 7.30pm. Details Victoria 
Mort 0865 246342. 

Thurs 8. MILTON KEYNES. **Do 
you live to work or work to live’’ 
a talk by Father Raymond A vent, 
Milton Keynes Borough Council Of- 
fices, Silbury Blvd at noon, £4 
(lunch included). 

Sat 10. MARLOW. All Saints’. 
Stalls at St Peter’s Fair, Higginson 
Park, 2-5pm. 

Sat 10-Sun 11. WIGGINTON. St 
Giles’ Church, Sat, 2.30pm Flower 
festival, fete. Sat, Sun: gardens open 
2 -6pm. 

Sat 10-11. WHITCHURCH, 
BUCKS. St John The Evangelist 
Church. 800th festival. Flower 
festival, stalls, gardens open, spon- 
sored abseil from Church Tower by 
Vicar and Choir Master. Festival 
Evensong on Sat at 5.30pm with the 
Christ Church Cathedral Choir. Pro- 
ceeds to Church Organ Fund. 
Details Aylesbury 641369. 

Sat 10. GERRARDS CROSS. The 
Chiltem Cheshire Home, 29 North 
Park invite you to an open day. 
Guest Roy Castle. 'Band, teas, side 
shows. 

Sat 10. STANTONBURY, 
MILTON KEYNES. Pilgrimage/ 
sponsored walk in aid of Church Ur- 
ban Fund. Details Ian Jagger 0908 
662092. 

Sat 10. EAST HAGBOURNE. St 
Andrew's Church Fete, Victorian 
Theme at 2.15pm. 

Sat 10-Sun 11. CROWMARSH 
GIFFORD. St Mary Magdalene’s 
Parish Church Flower Festival. 
Refreshments available. 

Fri 16. CHARLBURY. Ecumenical 
Healing Service. St Teresa’s RC 
Church, 8pm. 

Fri 16-Sun 25. READING. St 
Agnes with St Paul. Golden Week 
— a time for celebrating 50 years 
since St Agnes’ Consecration. In- 
cludes “Make way for Jesus’’ on Sat 
24, from St Agnes Church, 10am to 
St Paul’s 1 1 .30am. 

Sat 17. DORCHESTER ABBEY 


7.30pm. Medieval and Renaissance 
Dance Music and Church Music of 
the Golden Age with Christ Church 
Cathedral Voluntary Choir. £7 
reserved. £5 unreserved. In aid of 
Alistair Hardy Research Centre, Ox- 
ford Cathedral Voluntary Choir. 
Tickets at door or phone 0865 
727855 or 243006. 

Sat 17. HARPENDEN. St Maiy the 
Virgin. Plaegen Quartet playing 
Mozart, Weber, Brahms 7.30pm. 
Tickets £4.50 inc wine. 

Sat 17-Sun 18. STANFORD IN 
THE VALE. Village festival from 
1 .45pm Sat with Maypole dancing, 
tug of war, gardens open, barbeque, 
brass band, fire eating. Church 
flower festival with organ music and 
Sun 6.30pm open air “Songs of 
Praise”. 

Sat 17-Sun 18. EAST GARSTON. 
“Let there be light” flower festival 
in the Church 2-6pm. Also gardens 
open, craft demonstrations, stalls. 
Sat 17. WINGRAVE, nr 
Aylesbury. SS Peter and Paul. Con- 
cert by the W ingrave Singers and 
Orchestra. Bach, Handel etc, 8pm. 
£3 at the door. 

Sat 17. MARLOW. All Saints 
Church Hall. Refreshments during 
Regatta. 

Sat 17-Sun 18. CALCOT. .St 
Birinus’ Church, Victorian cele- 
bration. Flower festival and Vic- 
torian scenes. Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 
Victorian Service 10 am. Flower 
Festival 11 am- lpm. 

Sat 17-Sun 25. WOODSTOCK. St 
Mary Magdalene’s Church. Festival 
of Arts. Exhibition and sale of pain- 
tings, sculpture, woodcraft, pottery, 
needlecraft. Daily 10.30am-6.30pm. 
Sundays 12.30pm-6.30pm. Silver 
collection in aid of Church funds. 
Sun 18. Wantage. SS Peter and Paul 
Garden Crawl. Eight gardens in 
Priory Road. Teas at Vicarage. Pro- 
ceeds Parish Centre. 

Sun 18. BECKLEY. “Beckley 
Open Afternoon” 2 6pm. Medieval 
Church exhibition, gardens open 
(£1.50, children free). Teas, stalls. 
Wed 21. WANTAGE. SS Peter and 
Paul Parish Church 8pm, Healing 
Mass with The Eucharist and Lay- 
ing on of Hands. 

Thurs 22. OXFORD. Oxford 
Jewish Centre, 21 Richmond Road, 
8pm. Dr David Patterson on “Some 
Religious Aspects of Modern 
Hebrew Literature”. 

Thurs 22. MILTON KEYNES. 
“God and the World of Retailing”, 
the Rev June Winfield, Post House 
Hotel. Saxon Gate, noon (£4 lunch 
included). 

Fri 23-Sat 24. LITTLE 
MISSENDEN. St John the Baptist 
Church. Testimony of Faith. Flower 
Festival Sun, noon-5. 30pm. Mon 
10am-4pm. Cream Teas and village 
gardens. Details Great Missenden 
4456. 


Sat 24. UPTON NR DIDCOT. St 
Mary’s Church and Methodist 
Chapel. Cream tea and stalls on 
Chapel Lawn 3.30pm. In aid of new 
physiotherapy unit at Didcot 
Hospital. 

Sat 24. BOURNE END. Hedsor 
Riverside Fair 12-5pm at River Cot- 
tage, Riversdale. Barbecue, boat 
trips, pony rides, strawberry teas. 
Contact Sybil Luckett, Bourne End 
21345. 

Sat 24. COOKHAM ON 
THAMES. Holy Trinity Millenium 
Celebrations. Midsummer Craft 
Fair, Parish Centre, Old Vicarage 
06285 20857. 

Sat 24. OXFORD. Merton College 
Chapel. Choir and organist of St 
James Church, Finchampstead, 
Berks will sing Evensong to cele- 
brate Feast of St John the Baptist 
5. 15pm. 

Sat 24. STONE, Nr Aylesbury. 
Traditional Festival. Village Hall 
Craft Fair 10.30am-5pm. Parish 
Church. Craft exhibition and flower 
festival 10-30am-6pm (Sunday 
2-6pm with harpsichord and organ 
music), concert 7.30pm (supper 
available). Also tower visits, 
refreshments, stalls. 

Sat 24. MILTON KEYNES. Mid- 
summer Party in aid of Church Ur- 
ban Fund 8-midnight. Supper, enter- 
tainment, tombola, midsummer 
delights — 24 Kindleton, Great 
Lindford, Milton Keynes. £5 at the 
door or in advance 0908 665364. 
SAT 24. SPARSHOLT AND 
WESTCOT (B4507 Wantage to 
Ashbury). Open Day from 2 to 7pm 
in aid of Holy Cross Church 
Restoration Appeal. Tickets £2.50 
from Griffin Hall only. Children 
with adult free. 12 gardens, stables, 
exhibitions in the hall, teas, cakes, 
plants, white elephants, books. Con- 
tact Marion Parfit, Childrey 200. 
Sat 24-Mon 26. COOKHAM 
DEAN. Church Flower Festival 
10-am-9pm. Sat morning: plants, 
cakes, preserves stall. Sat evening: 
8pm. Concert “The Garden” with 
Ian Edwards and Jennifer Rice. 
Refreshments and Raffle. Admission 
to Flower Festival free. Concert £3 
(£1.50 under 14). Details 0628 
27113. 

Sat 24. COOKHAM-ON- 
THAMES. Holy Trinity. Midsum- 
mer Craft Fair in the parish centre 
at the old vicarage. 

Sat 24-Sun 25. LONG HAN- 
BOROUGH, OXON. Hanborough 
Churches Flower Festival. SS Peter 
and Paul and the Methodist Church 
decorated with flowers. Craft exhibi- 
tion in Christ Church. Gardens open 
to the public, £1 fee covers all 
gardens for both days. Teas, coffee 
and sherry served in some gardens. 
Gardens open 2.30-8pm Sat 
2.30-4.30 pm Sun. Churches 
10am-5pm Sat 1 1.30am-4.30pm 
Sun. Details Freeland 881614. 

Sun 25. LITTLE MARLOW. 
Parish Church 7.30pm. The 


Woobum Singers — Music for a 
Summer Evening. Tickets £4 at the 
door or from Michael Payne. Tel: 
Bourne End 21677. 

Mon 26-Sat, July 1. OXFORD, 
Billy Graham Mission ’89 Livelink. 
Oxford Boys’ School, Cowley, 8pm 
but come early. Details Rob Barlow, 
Oxford 717031. 

Wed 28. OXFORD. Christ Church 
Cathedral, Summer lectures. Canon 
Wiles “How we believe” 5pm, 
Priofy Room, followed by Evensong 
at 6pm. 

Wed 28. LONDON. Anything 
Goes. Gala charity performance of 
hit musical with Elaine Page. 
7.30pm Prince Edward Theatre. In 
aid of Church Urban Fund. Tickets 
£20-£80. Details 01-969 3606. 
Thurs 29. MILTON KEYNES. 
“Making Sense of the Wilderness: 
Work Technology and the Future” 
by the Rev Ron Mitchinson. Noon. 
Cranfield Inst of Technology. £4. 
(lunch included). 

Thurs 29. LITTLE MISSENDEN. 
St John the Baptist Church. Christ 
Church Cathedral Choir will sing 
Evensong. Great Missenden 4456. 
Fri 30-Sun 2 July. BUCKNELL, St 
Peter (near Bicester). Flower 
Festival 10.30am-6.30pm daily. 
Also concert, the Phoenix Singers, 
Fri 30, 8pm in Church. Tickets 
£4.50 (inc) supper from Elizabeth 
Nixon, Bicester 243941. Garden 
Party, 2pm-4pm Sat 1 July, Buck- 
nell Manor Grounds. 

Fri 30, FINGEST, Nr Henley-on- 
Thames. St Bartholomew’s, 
10. 15am. Healing Service with Holy 
Communion and laying on of hands 
and annointing. Thereafter monthly 
on 4th Friday at same time. 

JULY 

Sat 1-Sun 2. CHALVEY, Slough. 
St Peter’s Church, Flower Festival, 
Fri 10.30am-4.30pm, Sat 1 lam-12 
noon and 2-4pm, Sun 2-6. 30pm. 
Concert by Evan Gumbs choir 7pm 
Fri, June 30. Summer fete. Sat July 
1, opening 2pm. 

Sat 1. OXFORD. Latimer House 
Open Day, St Andrew’s Church 
Room, Linton Road, 1 lam Coffee, 
1.30 Rev Dr John Stott “The Suf- 
ficiency of Scripture”, 2pm Rev 
Roger Beckwith “The Future of the 
Anglican Communion”. 3pm BCP 
Communion Service in Church. 5pm 
Tea. 

Sat 1-Sun 2. LAMBOURN. St 
Michael & All Angels Church. 
Flower Festival, Theme: The 
Parables. 10am-6pm Admission £1. 
Refreshments available. Proceeds to 
re- wiring of Church. Enquiries 0488 
71396. Preview evening Fri 30th, 
7-9pm tickets £2.50. 

Sun 2. DORCHESTER 13th An- 
nual St Birinus Ecumenical Pilgrim- 
age (see page 5). 10am Parish 
Communion, Dorchester Abbey. 
10am Mass, St Birinus RC Church, 
Dorchester. 10am Parish Eucharist 
in Blewbury. Then pilgrimage (12 


miles) from Chum Knob, Blewbury. 
Sat 1-Sun 2. ASTON CLINTON. 
St Michael and All Angels. Flower 
Festival, lunches, teas, stalls. 
7.30pm musical entertainment by the 
Wingrave Singers (Tickets £3 at the 
door, including wine). Details 0296 
630577. 

Sat 1-Sun 2. CHARNEY 
BASSETT. St Peter’s Flower 
Festival. Sat 10.30am-6pm. Sun 
2-6pm. Refreshments. 

Fri 14-Sun 16. WHITCHURCH 
NR AYLESBURY. “Yellow Braces 
’89” Youth Festival. Open to 
everyone over 12 and under 17 years 
in the Oxford Diocese. Details Ann- 
ette Nixon at Diocesan Church 
House, 0865 244566. 

Sat 22-Mon 31. TAIZE 
PILGRIMAGE, WANTAGE. SS 
Peter and Paul. Young people over 
16. Places still available. Approx 
£120 all in. Contact Father Robert 
Wright, Wantage 2214. 

Diocesan Cricket Club, June Fix- 
tures. Mon 5 v Hereford at Dean 
Close School, Cheltenham 2pm. 
Mon 12 v Lichfield at Rugby 
School, noon. Mon 19 v Birming- 
ham at Stowe School, noon. Mon 26 
v Coventry 2pm. Bloxham School, 
Duplicator: Is anyone wishing to 
dispose of a duplicator in good 
order? The Joint PCC of the parishes 
of Little Compton, Chastleton, 
Cornwell, Salford and Little 
Rollright, have a long suffering 
machine, now in need of replace- 
ment — to put it in order would 
decimate our funds. Any sugges- 
tions/offers? Please ring Gilly Bar- 
nard, 0608 3276. 

The Door. We urgently need a 
volunteer to organise postal sub- 
scriptions. Could be done from 
home. Please contact: The Editor, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 9NB (0865 
244566). 

There is no August DOOR. 
Listings for July and August 
should reach the Editor by 
June 12. 


Visitation 

Dates 

Newport, 5 June, Sherington 
Church; Buckingham, 6 June, 
Buckingham Parish Church; Milton 
Keynes, 7 June, Water Eaton 
Church project; Claydon, 8 June, 
Waddesdon CE Secondary School; 
Mursley, 12 June, St Michael’s 
Church School, Stewkley; 
Aylesbury, 13 June, Church of the 
Holy Spirit, Bedgrove; Wendover, 
14 June, Village Hall, Butler's 
Cross, Ellesborough; Wycombe, 15 
June, Oakley Rooms, High 
Wycombe; Amersham, 26 June, 
Church Centre, Holmer Green; 
Burnham, 27 June, St Andrew’s 
Church Centre, Stoke Poges; Vale 
of the White Horse, 28 June, Royal 
Military College of Science, 
Shrivenham; Abingdon, 29 June, 
Drayton Village Hall; Wantage, 3 
July, St Mary’s School, Wantage; 
Wallingford, 4 July, St Mary le 
More, Wallingford; Newbury, 6 
July, St Nicholas, Newbury. 

The Cathedral 
Church 
of Christ 
Oxford 

Dean: The Very Revd Eric Heaton, 
MA. 

Tel: Oxford 0865 276161. 

Cathedral Services: 
Sundays 

8 am Holy Communion 
9am College Communion (Term) 
10am Mattins and Sermon 
1 1 . 15am Sung Eucharist 
6pm Evensong (No sermon) 
Weekdays 
7.15am Mattins 
7.35am Holy Communion 
6pm Evensong (Thursday: 5.35pm 
Said Evensong and 6pm Sung 
Eucharist). 


The Young Women’s Christian 
Association of Great Britain 

Personal 

Secretary 

required to join its small but busy Personnel team 
in modern offices in central Oxford. The person 
appointed will have previous secretarial 
experience, enthusiasm, a pleasant telephone 
manner and knowledge of personnel records. 

The successful applicant will be in sympathy 
with the Christian ethos of the Association. 

35 hour flexible working week. Starting salary 
between £7,000-£8,000 per annum, according 
to age and experience. 

For an application form and further details, 
telephone YWCA Headquarters, Clarendon 
House , 52 Cornmarkei Street, Oxford OX1 3EJ 
on Oxford 7261 1 1 (24 hour answering service) 
quoting reference QS2. 

Closing date for application. 



Nothing Perfect 


I AM probably not the only 
one who groans when Psalm 
119 appears in the lectionary. 
It is long, rather tedious with 
its constant references to the 
Law, and of somewhat ar- 
tificial construction. It is an 
acrostic psalm, comprising in 
the original Hebrew 22 stan- 
zas, each beginning with a dif- 
ferent letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet. 

This particular “sweet 
singer of Israel” created pro- 
blems for himself which he did 
not altogether solve. The 
Psalm lacks spontaneity, 
sparkle and depth. Yet there 
are some hidden gems in it, 
like the one from v. 96 — “I 
have learnt that nothing is 
perfect”. 

What a difference it would 
make to politics, to family life 
and marriage, and to personal 
awareness, if we took this 
lapidary utterance to heart. 

Nothing is perfect. There is 
no such thing as the perfect 
government, or a perfect 
political system or a perfect 
family, or a perfect school, no 
perfect holiday (if that is on 
your mind now) and (need 1 
say it?) no perfect church. I 
know only too well that there 
is no perfect sermon. Every 
musician knows that there is 


no perfect performance of a 
great work. Nothing perfect. 

We ought not, as inheritors 
of an ancient tradition, to be 
surprised by the Psalmist. 
Perfection may belong to 
prehistory, but it does not 
figure in the world as we know 
it. 

The story of the Garden of 
Eden does not claim to be an 
eye witness account of what 
happened in a remote corner 
of the Tigris Valley. It is a 
transcript of a hard universal 
experience — the tension bet- 
ween the ideal and the real. 

On the one hand we have 
our fleeting intimations of 
perfection, and on the other a 
bitter experience of the every- 
day world in which weeds and 
brambles, toil and trouble, 
personal sin and social evil 
abound. So the Psalmist was 
wise in his own generation, 
and we need to be wise in ours. 

Whoever it was who spoke 
of the “good news of original 
sin” has something. We might 
be less depressed, less 
disgruntled, less frenetic, even 
less dogmatic if we believed 
that nothing is perfect short of 
the Kingdom which our Lord 
has promised to those who 
believe in Him. 

Stuart Blanch 


THAMES CRUISES 

River Trips from Radcot Bridge 
(2 miles from Faringdon in West Oxon.) 

Covered vessel with seats for up to 48 people. 
Refreshments and bar on board. Lift for disabled people. 
Reduced rates for private parties, and further reduction 
for OAPs and disabled parties. Large Free Car Park. 
Public trips on Sundays, Bank Holidays and some 
weekdays. 

Enquiries telephone: 

Clanfield (036781) 313 


MIRROR WARDROBES 


UNBEATABLE 

VALUE 

For example: 


For professionally fitted made to 
measure 7' 0" wide sliding door 
system with interior. 

Phone now for free colour leaflet 
price list, information package. 


CLASSIC BEDROOM INTERIORS 
on CHADDLEWORTH. near NEWBURY 
Telephone (04882) 417 
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